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Lady Broncs
rock IPFW

UTPA picks up fifth win of season behind
strong 44-point second half output

Williams contributed 11 to close to
within 13 points of second place on
UTPA’s all-time women’s
basketball scoring list that’s
An energized University of
occupied by former scoring leader,
Texas-Pan American women’s
Becky Dube, with 1,140 points.
basketball team scored 44 points in
"We executed, we ran the ball,
the second half to win a rematch
we pushed the ball and Amanda
against Indiana-Purdue-Fort Wayne
Carlow just pushed us and got us
71-57 before a faithful crowd of
down the floor," said Arriola. "We
300 at the Fieldhouse Tuesday
have three more games and we’re
night.
going to push and fight until we get
The Lady Broncs snapped a fivethose three victories like we did
game losing streak to improve 5-20
today."
on the season while IPFW dropped
"Amanda
to 9-17 with
carried the
the loss.
team on her
The 71back,” said
point output
We played to win
interim head
was a seasoncoach Tracy
high for the
today, which is a
Anderson.
Lady Broncs
little different than
"She refused to
who lost to
let us lose
the
our
past
couple
of
tonight and our
Mastodons,
kids joined the
64-57, on
games where we
wagon."
Feb. 13 at the
played not to lose
The Lady
Gates Sports
Broncs jumped
Center in Fort
- Tracy Anderson, interim head coach
out to a 20-10
Wayne, Ind.
lead with 9:54
Junior
to play in the
guard Amanda
first half. But that’s when IPFW
Carlow sparked the Lady Broncs in
picked up the pace and increased
the second half and sophmore
the pressure on Pan Am, forcing
Jennifer Arriola scored a careerhigh 17 points to lead a rejuvenated several turnovers, especially under
the basket where the Mastodons
Pan Am squad over IPFW. The
had virtually neutralized the
Ladies held a 50-33 rebounding
orange-and-green offense.
edge.
IPFW erased UTPA’s lead in less
Senior Alex Gravel scored 15
than six minutes to take a 26-22
points to increase her career and
edge with 4:28 to play in the half.
school record leading point total to
Pan Am recovered a little in the
1,172 while posting a doubleclosing minutes to cut the
double for the first time in her
See LADY BRONCS page 14
college career. Senior Naima
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American

“

“
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SHOOTING: Jennifer Piwonka shoots over two IPFW defenders in Tuesday night’s game at the Fieldhouse.

TAMUCC rolls over Broncs, ends win streak
Islander forward Corey Lamkin scores 18
as four-game UTPA win streak snapped
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
The Texas A&M-Corpus
Christi Islanders put an end to
the University of Texas-Pan
American men’s basketball
team’s four-game winning streak,
58-54, before 2,720 charged up
fans at the Fieldhouse Saturday
night.

The hard-fought loss dropped
the Broncs to 9-18 on the season,
8-2 at home, while the Islanders
improved to 10-14 after winning
for only the third time in the last
seven games.
Islander forward Corey
Lamkin notched a double-double
with 18 points and 14 rebounds
to lead TAMUCC over UTPA.
Bronc junior forward Prince

Thompson scored 17 points in a
losing effort for the orange-andgreen.
The game was marred by
several fouls that resulted in the
Islanders hitting 10 of 16 free
throws, factoring heavily in the
final score.
“We got into foul trouble
early,” said Thompson. “We tried
to stop them from getting to the
free throw line. We were talking
about it in practice all week.
They’re a good team and they
love to get up to the line.”

Pan Am started off the game
by going on an 8-0 run that was
sparked by 6-foot-5 Allen
Holcomb who scored six of the
eight points. TAMUCC
responded with a 21-9 run that
put the Islanders ahead 21-17
with 7:25 to play in the first half.
The Broncs composed
themselves and finished out the
first half by outscoring the
Islanders 16-8 to take a 33-29
halftime lead into half time.
Thompson led the Bronc surge
with nine points.

In the second half, both teams
battled back and forth for the
lead during the first 10 minutes,
but TAMUCC finally took over
the lead for good at 9:11 on a
layup by 6-foot guard Brian
Evans to put the Islanders ahead
44-43.
Evans’ score sparked a 9-0
TAMUCC run that gave them a
53-43 advantage with 3:27 left to
play in the second half.
However, UTPA didn’t just sit
around and let loss number 18

See BRONCS page 14
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CAMPUS
■ LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE
SATURDAY

Molly Ivins is the
keynote speaker for the
2nd Annual Student
Leadership Conference
set to take place
Saturday, Feb. 22 at the
Student Union Theater.
Starting at 8 a.m. with
registration and a
continental breakfast,
the conference runs
until 5:30 p.m. It is
intended to provide
leadership training for
current UTPA
members of the
Student Leadership
Program, as well as for
high school students
who have displayed
tremendous leadership
abilities and wish to
enhance their skills.
The theme of the
conference is titled
“Journey To Higher
Education,” and the allday event includes
interaction between
various student leaders
through participation
in hands-on
workshops. There are
also presentations by
guest speakers who are
experts in their
respective fields.
Dr. Salma Ghanem,
chair of the department
of communication, said
that the featured guest
is an interesting news
commentator and a
great speaker.
“This is a wonderful
opportunity for
someone such as Molly
Ivins to speak, a person
of such caliber,” said
Ghanem. “This is a
wonderful event and
there should be many
more like this one.
Whether you agree or
disagree with her
views, she would still
be a speaker worth
watching.”
- Ronald Claflin

Willacy County

By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

Special to The Pan American

ALL HAIL— Homecoming King Joshua A. Caesar (left) and Queen Adelle Clinton pose in the Fieldhouse last
week after becoming royalty for the school’s first court in almost a decade.

Homecoming tradition
renewed after hiatus

By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American

Bronc-o-Days came and went, but
the memories have stayed with those
organizations which participated, and
with the new homecoming court.
After doing away with homecoming
festivities in 1996, the university last
week renewed that tradition by
crowning a court.
This year's new Bronc-o-King and
Queen are Joshua A. Caesar from the
Delta Upsilon Fraternity, and Adele
Clinton from the Kappa Delta Chi
Sorority. Bronc-o-Prince and
Princess are Omar J. Garza from Tau
Kappa Epsilon Fraternity, and Naima
Williams from the Lady Broncs
basketball team. Bronc-o-Dutch and

Duchess are Carlos Rios from the
Student Government Association,
and Erica Diaz representing the PreLaw Society.
The new members of the court are
not alone. The king and queen of
1996 were also among the
participants in these years' festivities.
The 1996 king and queen, Rene
Cantu and Iris Sosa, were among
those who assisted Saturday at the
Fieldhouse. They were invited by the
United Student Organization Council
(USOC) to be part of Bronc-o-Days
and give away their crowns to the
new winners.
Former king Cantu was very
excited and very proud of the
members that put it together.
“I understand this is a tradition that

had died out, and now they are
continuing it,” Cantu said.” “I am
excited to be back and be part of this
tradition again after being elected by
our student body in 1996.”
Former queen Iris Sosa also said
she got really excited and happy after
the president of USOC invited her to
attend, because she was going to live
the experience again.
“It has been seven years, and I
have done my life completely, but
when the president of the
organization invited me to come over
I wanted to cry because I can't
believe I am reliving it again,” Sosa
commented. “I am very happy they
brought the tradition back because I
think it is something that you always

See HOMECOMING page 4

In an age where individual self-esteem is
a definite focus, the increasing rate of grade
inflation in higher education is easy to
believe. More students are graduating from
college than ever before, making a college
degree seem like a necessity. But because of
the rising numbers, the quality of education
that students receive may not be of the same
quality that the college brochure may be
promising.
The term grade inflation is defined as an
upward shift in the grade-point average
without a corresponding increase in student
achievement. It also refers to the idea that
the standards in education may be declining,
and that as a result, students often receive
grades in certain courses not necessarily
because they fully earned them, but partially
because the professors have the pressure of
maintaining a high class average.
Dr. Ken Buckman of the UTPA
philosophy department feels that grade
inflation is a lie to students, telling them
they are meeting a standard which they have
not met.
“I, as do most faculty, abhor grade
inflation. It is unethical, dishonest, and
harms students most of all,” Buckman said.
“How can a student accurately assess her
own capabilities, if the professor does not
give her an accurate reflection of the degree
to which that student is demonstrating her
capacity.”
Buckman says that the problem affects
UTPA students, cheapening the process and
fosters a lie.
“If our grades are inflated and cheap, the
level of competition our students are capable
of mustering in the job market will be
eclipsed by those students from other
universities who are able to meet the rigors
and expectations of a quality university
education,” he said. “I tell my students to
find the most challenging, demanding, but
fair professors they can. Anything less hurts
the student, not the professor. The easy “A”
and the earned A look the same on a
transcript, but the capacity and ability of the
person who has earned an excellent grade in
a challenging environment is exponentially
better. An excellent education is available to
all students at UTPA. A cheap grade only
buys an illusion.”
What would Buckman say if someone
felt that his philosophy class was an easy
“A’?
“It makes me smile,” said Buckman. “I
would wonder what planet they were
coming from. Most of the students I know
don't believe philosophy to be an easy ‘A.’

See GRADES page 5
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A state-of-the-art media lab equipped for
multi-media presentations, graphic design and
digital photography is now available to
students, faculty and staff.
The lab, which opened Jan. 13, is located on
the third floor of the University Library.
According to Paulo Reyes, the media lab
library systems clerk, the facility contains some
of the latest hardware and software available.
The lab provides graphic- and photo-quality
printers that can print up to 13-by-19-inch
papers. A “dazzle” device and VCR are also
provided, which allow the user to convert
analog or VHS video-formatted media to a
newer, digital form, including DVD and CD.
The lab is also furnished with zip, DVD, and
CD drives. The scanners are high resolution
and the hardrive available can store up to 120
gigs.
“The storage capacity is absolutely huge,”
Reyes said. “It can store movies and it will
never fill up. The hardware available is
amazing and the software is a gem.”
The software includes five programs for
editing and creating movies and videos. Web
pages can be created at the lab, but cannot be
launched. There is also software available for
cropping and altering photos.
However, the lab does not provide all
supplies. Mini DV videocassettes for
camcorders, DVD+R media disks for storing
video and making DVDs, CD-R for photo and
data storage and 100 or 250 MB Zip Disk for
general storage are not supplied.
Neither is photo paper provided. Epson
paper, especially Premium Glossy or
Heavyweight Matte, is recommended when
printing photographs.
“We do provide regular paper and ink, but
unfortunately we are unable to provide
everything,” Reyes said.

The labs are intended to work in conjunction
with the media information desk, where
students, faculty, and staff can check out
camcorders and digital cameras for four-hour
periods. There are three Sony camcorders and
six Sony digital cameras available.
The lab also sponsors an orientation for the
software Powerpoint for those who are not
familiar with the program. The lab is open
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
There is always a library systems clerk
available for assistance. However, the systems
clerk is only present for technical help. The lab
complies with all copyright laws.
“I get some students wanting me to actually
help them do their project,” Reyes said. “I’m
only here for technical help on the programs
and hardware, not to do their work for them.
That is something people need to understand.”
The lab is not strictly for school-related
projects. It is also for personal use, but less
support is given to personal projects.
“I think everyone should come out here to
check out these stations,” Reyes said. “It’s a
relaxed environment. The things you can do are
amazing and it’s fun, too.”
The facility has mainly been used by
photography and graphic design students, but is
open to everyone. Sergio Villarreal, junior
graphic design major, utilizes the lab three to
four days per week.
“If it had not been for the media lab I would
have had to invest in programs and software at
home which I do not have the money for or
used the Academics Services Labs,” Villarreal
said. “Those computers are behind, though,
especially in graphic design software.”
The lab also helped Jessica Ramirez, junior
advertising/public relations major, by providing
some of the latest technology for her
photojournalism project.
“If the lab wasn’t available I would’ve just
taken pictures on a regular camera and taken
the film to HEB,” Ramirez said. “You learn

more hands-on by using the programs at the
lab. If you decide to become a photojournalist
it’s an insight on developing pictures with
modern technology.”
Villarreal also felt that the lab betters his
education he is receiving, along with saving
him time.
“Not only do I get my homework done
quicker, but because the software is the latest, I
learn how to use industry-standardized
programs,” Villarreal said. “That will help my
career in the future.”
Besides learning, Ramirez felt more
accomplished by using the lab for her
photography project.
“I feel more pride in my project because I
took the time to go and digitally develop the
pictures myself,” Ramirez said. “I did my
whole project myself from beginning to end
instead of having someone else develop my
pictures at a store.”
The media lab, camcorders, and digital
cameras were all funded by the grant,
Telecommunication Infrastructure Fund that the
library received in August of 2001. The grant is
awarded by the state of Texas to public schools
and universities to use for technology.
“The money for grants are taken out of
Texans home and cell phone bills,” explained
Virginia Haynie Gause, systems librarian.
“They charge about fifty cents and the money
goes to the grants.”
The library was given $290,391 to be spent
in one year on things directly used by library
patrons. Some of the other items purchased
include computers, wireless laptops (which can
be checked out and used anywhere in the
library), three network centers, and better
Internet capabilities.
“All the things bought will directly benefit
all library users, which are mainly students,”
Gause said.
“The library offers better technology now
and UTPA students can do more than just
Powerpoint.”

Griffith, Director of Institutional Research said
that statistic is misinterpreted. She said that the
statistic given was only a small representation
of the entire freshman class at UTPA.
“It [the statistic] is wrong because it’s like
saying how many men are on campus, or
women, or minorities. It singles out a particular
group of people instead of the entire picture,”
Griffith said.
In actuality, this case of the 88.7 percent
shows the increase of students enrolling at
UTPA as enrolling freshmen of the Fall 2002
semester. In other words, almost 90 percent of
those students returned for the next semester. In
contrast, Llanes and Salinas’ work shows the
graduation rate of students over a 10-year
period of time.
So there is good news in a short-term view,
despite the misunderstanding. Whether the
figures eventually represent a higher
retention/graduation rate over a longer period of
time remains to be seen. The principals
involved are joining forces to get to the bottom
of what retention rates mean and how to
improve them.
“Dr. Griffith is interested in working with
him [Salinas] to improve the retention rate,”
Llanes said. Griffith is currently working on the
summary of the study.
“The study Dr. Salinas conducted is

fascinating, since he tracked a cohort for 10
years,” Griffith states in her summary. “It is rare
in institutional research that an entire cohort, not
a sample, is targeted; rarer still that they are
tracked for a decade.”
The study began in 1992 and finally
completed last year. Results showed that the
students had taken five distinctive paths. A total
of 573 (40 percent) of the 1,425 first-time fulltime entering freshman, graduated from UTPA;
127 (9 percent) had transferred to and graduated
from either another 4-year institution; 69 (5
percent) were still enrolled, and 656 (46
percent) had not received a degree and were not
registered at UTPA in the Fall 2001 semester.
“This study gives us a picture of how
successful students are who begin at UTPA,”
Griffith said. “Based on these data, the UTPA
1992 cohort 10-year graduation rate, was
actually 49 percent.”
It is not easy to predict from the beginning,
which students will be persisters and which will
be nonpersisters. According to the article by
Llanes and Salinas, academic indicators are not
accurate predictors of who will be a persisters,
and often offer confusing data.
“The academic indicators (ACT, Texas
Assessment of Skills Program, and so forth) of

sports
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Tennis teams taking different paths

Broncs riding two-match win streak, while Lady Broncs
in midst of three-match losing skid
By MATT LYNCH
The Pan American

Tricky retention rates studied
By CELESTE TELLO AND CLARISSA
MARTINEZ
The Pan American
Despite figures that appear to argue to the
contrary, a recent scholarly publication indicates
that the university’s retention rate is still not at a
respectable level.
Dr. Jose Llanes, full professor of educational
leadership studies at UTPA, helped to write and
publish an article in the January 2003 issue of
the Journal of Hispanic Higher Education. The
article was titled “Student Attrition, Retention,
and Persistence: The Case of the University of
Texas-Pan American.”
Llanes collaborated with Dr. Alfredo Salinas,
a recent graduate of the educational leadership
doctoral program. The study of a cohort group
of entering freshmen from 1992 had significant
findings.
“Out of 1,425 students that were entering
freshmen in 1992, the cohort, about 947 are
classified as nonpersisters,” Llanes said.
The persisters typically graduate with a BA in
six years or less. Nonpersisters are defined as
those who leave the system or do not graduate
in less than six years.
This contradicts a recent university
information release that places the retention rate
at nearly 90 percent. However, Dr. Susan

See RETENTION page 4
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SERVICE: Kathryn Waslen serves to a St. Mary’s opponent last week.

Following last week’s sweep
of St. Mary’s University at the
Cox Tennis Courts, the
University of Texas-Pan
American men’s and women’s
tennis teams went in two
different directions during
recent competition.
After beating St. Mary’s 5-2
last Wednesday, the Lady
Broncs (2-8) went on to drop
three straight contests, falling 43 to Texas A&M-Corpus Christi
on Friday and 4-3 to Southern
and 4-2 to Sam Houston State
on Saturday.
UTPA fell behind early
against TAMU-CC as the
Islanders swept the Lady
Broncs in the doubles portion of
the event. Although the Lady
Broncs attempted a late rally in
the singles competition, UTPA
could only muster wins at the
first, fourth and sixth singles
positions. Senior Elisabet
Mateos earned a point for
UTPA at number one singles
with a 6-0, 6-4 win over Felice
Sanchez, while sophomore Ana
Pena notched another point for
UTPA at number the number
four spot by beating Jessica
Martinez 6-0, 7-5. Junior Julie
Fife picked up the last point for
the Lady Broncs at the number
six spot with a 6-0, 6-3
pounding of Kelsey Gist.
The Lady Broncs followed
their three-point performance
against TAMU-CC with another
4-3 loss to Southern on
Saturday. After once again
falling behind early by losing
the doubles point, UTPA nearly
recovered from the deficit by
picking up three singles points
at the first, third and sixth
positions.
Mateos picked up her second
singles win of the road trip with
a 6-4, 4-4 victory over Ariona
Marshall at the number one

spot, while freshman Laura
Boskovich earned another point
for the Lady Broncs with a 6-4,
6-2 win over Kelly Nabors at
the third position. Junior Alana
Breen picked up the last UTPA
score by gutting out a 6-7, 6-1,
(10-7) win over Jennifer Floyd.
The Lady Broncs have fewer
fond memories to recall of their
encounter with Sam Houston
State, as UTPA mustered wins
at only the fifth and sixth
singles spots en route to a 4-2
loss. Fife earned one point for
the Lady Broncs with a 6-0, 36, (10-6) victory over Jennifer
Pechal at the fifth spot, and
Junior Jessica Brown recorded
the other UTPA point by
blanking Shanna Elias 6-0, 6-0
at the sixth position.
The Lady Broncs return to
action Feb. 23, when they face
Southwest Texas State at San
Marcos at noon.
MEN
Following last week’s 7-0
drubbing of St. Mary’s last
week, the Broncs picked up
their second-straight win with a
4-3 victory over TAMU-CC on
Saturday.

After falling behind early in
the match by losing two of the
three doubles matches, UTPA
rebounded with four singles
victories to earn the come-frombehind win. Junior Tom
Mangelschots picked up the
first singles win for the Broncs
at second singles with a
comeback 2-6, 6-4, 6-3 win
over Luis Moris.
Although senior Matt Gower
fell 6-0, 6-2 to Goncalo
Figueiredo at the third singles
position, UTPA responded with
three-straight wins at the fourth
through sixth singles spots.
Sophomore Jeremy Salvo
picked up a win at the fourth
spot with a 7-6 (5), 6-4 victory
over Shahzeb Niazi at number
four, and freshman Oliver Steil
tied the team competition at 3-3
with a 6-4, 6-1 win over David
Plasencia at the fifth singles
position. Freshman Nik Porter
completed the comeback win
for the Broncs by recording a 64, 6-4 victory over Loren
Collins at the sixth spot.
The Broncs open their
Southland Conference schedule
Feb. 23 when they travel to San
Antonio to face Southeastern
Louisiana at 10 p.m.

Upcoming schedule
Men’s

Women’s

2/23 Broncs vs. Southeastern
Louisiana at San Antonio - 10 a.m.
2/27 Broncs vs. Laredo Col. - 3 p.m.
3/7 Broncs at Air Force - 9 a.m.
3/8 Broncs vs. Idaho State at Colorado
Springs - 9 a.m.
3/17 Broncs vs. Cameron at San
Antonio - 1 p.m.
3/20 Broncs vs. Vermont at San
Antonio - 9 a.m.

2/23 Lady Broncs at SWT - noon
2/27 Lady Broncs vs. Laredo Col. - 1 p.m.
3/2 Lady Broncs vs. LA-Monroe - 1 p.m.
3/7 Lady Broncs vs. Idaho State - 7 p.m.
3/8 Lady Broncs vs. Wyoming - 6 p.m.
3/9 Lady Broncs vs. Air Force - 5 p.m.
3/10 Lady Broncs vs. Southern Utah 10 a.m.
3/17 Lady Broncs vs. Cameron at San
Antonio - 1 p.m.

Photo by Matt Lynch/The Pan American

SWING: Matt Gower hits a warm-up serve against St. Mary’s.
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Broncs split twinbill
against Incarnate Word
UTPA drops first contest but wins nightcap

By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan American
baseball team finally got some solid
pitching Wednesday evening as freshman
Aaron Guerra pitched a one-hitter to defeat
Incarnate Word 4-0 and snap a five-game
losing streak before 381 fans gathered at
the Edinburg Baseball Stadium.
The Broncs improved to 5-6 while the
Crusaders evened their record at 5-5.
Guerra (2-2) pitched seven strong innings
while giving up a lone hit, striking out one
and walking only two to drop his ERA to
3.92. Pan Am’s offense supplied Guerra
with a pair of runs in the bottom of the
fourth and another deuce in the Bronc half
of the sixth which turned out to be more
than the Edinburg standout needed to chalk
up his second win of the season.
In the fourth, sophmore Tony Ortiz
doubled to left center to drive in freshman
Louie Alamia. Ortiz advanced to third on a
ground out by sophmore Ricky Anderson
and scored on junior Aldo Alonzo’s
sacrifice fly.
Edinburg native Alamia opened the
bottom half of the sixth with a triple to left

center field and came home on an Ortiz
single. The Fort Worth native advanced to
second on a on a single to right field by
Anderson and reached third on Alonzo’s
sacrifice bunt. Freshman T.J. Gilmer poked
a single to right field to score Ortiz and
give Guerra a 4-0 lead.
UTPA dropped the opening game of the
twinbill 12-8 in 10 innings after committing
six errors. Trailing 7-2 after six innings, the
Bronc offense chipped away at the Crusader
lead by scoring a run in the seventh and a
pair of runs in the eigth and ninth innings to
force the game into extra innings.
The Broncs sent junior Johnny Gibson to
the mound to start off the tenth, but IWU
ended up using the UTPA freshman for
target practice. Justin Krawietz sealed the
Crusader victory with a grand slam home
run to put IWU ahead 12-7.
Pan Am tried to rally in its half of the
tenth, but only managed to squeeze out a
run to drop the first game.
Last weekend, the Broncs dropped three
straight games at the Round Rock Express
College Classic by a combined score of 419.
UTPA opened up the tournament on Feb.

sports
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UTPA BASEBALL STATS
Feb. 19
UIW
0000000- 011
(5-5)
UTPA
000202x- 460
(5-6)
Pitchers: UIW - J Munoz. UTPA - A Guerra
Win - A Guerra (2-2) Loss - J Munoz (3-1)
Time - 1:30 Attendance - 381
UIW
4 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 5 - 12 13 3 (5-4)
UTPA
0 0 0 2 0 0 1 2 2 1 - 8 15 6 (4-6)
Pitchers: UIW - H Delgadillo; J Condel (7); A
Chevalier (8); G MARTINEZ (10).
UTPA - T Sorden; T Parker (2); J Gibson (10).
Win - A Chevalier (1-0) Loss - J Gibson (0-1)
Time - 3:31 Attendance - Not reported
HR UIW - J Kraweitz
Round Rock Express College Classic
Feb. 16
SWT
0 7 1 1 0 0 3 0 0 - 12 6 0 (4-5)
UTPA
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 - 3 10 2 (4-5)
Pitchers: SWT - P Schappert; B Parr (8).
UTPA - A Guerra; B Diorio (2); R Anderson (7);
R Martinez (7); J Lopez (7).
Win - P Schappert (1-1) Loss - A Guerra (1-2)
Time - 2:45 Attendance - 518
Feb. 15
NEBRASKA 0 0 0 3 2 0 0 3 1 - 9 6 2 (2-0)
UTPA
0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 - 1 2 2 (4-4)
Pitchers: NEBRASKA - B Duensing; D Timm
(7); M Sillman (9).
UTPA - T Sorden; J Gibson (5); J Lopez (8).
Win - B Duensing (1-0) Loss - T Sorden (0-1)
Time - 2:43 Attendance - 242

Feb. 14
UTPA
0 0 0 0 5 0 0 - 5 8 2 (4-3)
CAL
0 6 7 5 1 1 x - 20 16 0 (7-1)
Pitchers: UTPA - J Duhon; T Parker (3); J
Saenz (4).
CALIFORNIA - M Brown; B Read (6).
Win - M Brown (1-0) Loss - J Duhon (0-1)
Time - 2:30 A - Not reported
HR UTPA - B Kennedy; HR CALIFORNA - B
Horwitzh 2, C Jackson, J Holder 2

Mastodon halftime lead to 29-27.
Down 37-35 with 14:06 left in
the second half, Arizona native
Arriola tied up the game at 37apiece on a layup that changed the
entire rhythm of the game.
The Lady Broncs opened up the
game with quick passing, better
positioning and beating the blackand-blue to the hoop that resulted
in a 17-4 Pan Am run that put the
home team ahead 54-42 with 7:04
left to play.
The Mastodons made a charge
in the last part of the game, but
UTPA managed to hold out by
outscoring the Midwesterners 1715 and eventually win their fifth
game of the season and improve
to 5-20.
"Our spacing wasn’t very good
in the first half and so it seemed
like we were getting really
jammed. When you run the floor
it allows you to flatten a team out
defensively because our kids were
pushing them and running the
floor," Anderson said.
"Offensively, we were much more
aggressive and got some easy
transition buckets which we

BRONCS

Photo by Ed Chrnko/The Pan American
ELEVATION: UTPA’s Naima Williams elevates over a IPFW defender for a shot.
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UTPA grad making it big on TV
Photos special to
The Pan American

Batting
G AB
J. McCoy
11 27
Marco Garza 11 48
Tony Ortiz
11 42
Matt Sisk
9
30
Juan Saenz 8
24
based on 20 at bats or

H
12
19
14
9
7
more

R HR RBI AVG
7 0 4 .444
7 1 8 .396
7 0 5 .333
6 1 7 .300
0 0 4 .292

Pitching
G W-L
Ben Diorio 3 2-0
A. Guerra 4 2-2
T. Sorden 4 0-1
based on 7.0 innings

ERA
1.46
3.92
6.46
pitched

SV
0
0
0

SO
7
8
8

IP
12.1
20.2
15.1

Upcoming Schedule
2/22 UTPA vs. Ark.-Montecello (DH) - 4 p.m.
2/23 UTPA vs. Ark.-Montecello - 1 p.m.
2/26 UTPA at Texas Tech - 4 p.m.
2/27 UTPA at Texas Tech - 2 p.m.
3/1 UTPA vs. TAMUCC (DH) - 4 p.m.

continued from page 16

haven’t been able to do all year."
"We played to win today which
is a little different than our past
couple of games where we played
not to lose. That was a huge
difference," said Anderson.
In the first matchup between the
two teams on Feb. 13, UTPA
opened up the game with a 14-0
run and increased the lead to 21-4
with 12:47 left to play in the first
half, but the Mastodons outscored
Pan Am 26-13 to close to within
four points at halftime, 34-30.
UTPA built up a 55-46 lead
with 6:45 remaining in the game
but the orange-and-green’s gas ran
out and the roof caved in as IPFW
went on an 18-2 run to lift them
over Pan Am 64-57.
NOTES: The Lady Broncs will
close out the season by playing
their remaining three games at the
Field House starting Thursday
Feb. 20 against Lipscomb at 7
p.m. Next week, UTPA will face
Incarnate Word on Tuesday Feb.
25 at 7 p.m. and will wrap up the
2002/03 season against Centenary
on Saturday March 1 at 1 p.m.

continued from page 16

steamroll right over them.
Pan Am fought back to within a
basket, 53-51, on a Thompson
layup with 1:33 remaining in the
game.
The Broncs pulled to within two
points again with 38 seconds left
to play, 56-54, after senior guard
Kevin Mitchell hit three straight
free throws. But TAMUCC held
off UTPA in the waning seconds
of the game by hitting two of four
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free throws to go up 58-54 and
put an end to the Broncs’ fourgame winning streak.
“It was a physical game. There
should of been more fouls called,”
said head coach Bob Hoffman.
“Our team just fought like crazy
at the end. They made some plays
at the end to give us a chance.”
The team’s next home game is
Monday, Feb. 24 against
Centenary.

UTPA Basketball
Stats
Men’s Basketball
Team Leaders
Points
K. MITCHELL
Allen Holcomb
Eric Montalvo
P. Thompson
T. Sitnikovas

G
27
27
27
27
27

Pts Pts/G
392 14.5
281 10.4
240 8.9
239 8.9
225 8.3

Rebounds
G Reb Reb/G
A. HOLCOMB 27 198 7.3
T. Sitnikovas 27 122 4.5
P. Thompson 27 113 4.2
Assists
JAMES DAVIS
Kevin Mitchell
Eric Montalvo

G
26
27
27

No. A/G
99 3.8
89 3.3
50 1.9

Women’s Basketball
Team Leaders
Points
ALEX GRAVEL
Naima Williams
J. Piwonka
Julie Porter
Amanda Carlow

G
22
25
25
25
25

Pts Pts/G
299 13.6
262 10.5
187 7.5
161 6.4
138 5.5

Rebounds
G Reb Reb/G
JULIE PORTER 25 147 5.9
Naima Williams 25 133 5.3
Jennifer Arriola 25 98 3.9
Assists
G No.
J. Piwonka
25 75
Amanda Carlow 25 67
Alex Gravel
22 45

A/G
3.0
2.7
2.0

Upcoming Schedule
2/20 Lady Broncs vs. Lipscomb
2/24 Broncs vs. Centenary
2/25 Lady Broncs vs. Inc. Word
3/1 Broncs at Morris Brown
3/1 Lady Broncs vs. Centenary

By BELINDA REYES
The Pan American
Only four news anchors in the Valley can say
they know what it is like to be a University of
Texas-Pan American graduate and Laurie Salazar
is one of them.
Surprisingly they all work at KRGV-TV
Channel 5. Salazar graduated from Pharr-San
Juan-Alamo High School in 1990 and from UTPA
in 1996. The early morning news anchor has come
a long way since the day she received her
bachelor’s degree in broadcast journalism. She has
anchored for a few television stations, before
landing a spot that she always dreamed about.
Salazar’s luck began after graduation when she
was offered a job to report part-time with KGBTTV Channel 4. She decided at the time that she
wanted a steady daytime job, and had hopes of
eventually getting hired at Channel 5.
“At the time, if I was going to work in the
Valley, I wanted to [wait] and work for the number
one station in the Valley,” Salazar said. “I worked
at McAllen Cable Network [Monday through
Friday] with normal hours. In that job, I got the
best of both worlds, by working in [media] and
using my degree.”
After six months, Salazar realized that she
missed the television news business.
“I was ready to take that leap in the news career.
I applied for an anchor position in Laredo,
with the CBS affiliate KVTV, channel 13,”
Salazar said. “I worked there a year as the
weekday morning/ noon anchor.”
Eventually during that year, Laurie was
promoted as an evening anchor. She was also
given opportunities to anchor in other parts of
Texas. Television news stations from Lubbock, El
Paso and Tyler initiated job offers. Salazar chose to
go with NBC affiliate,

KETK-TV, as a weekend evening anchor in
Tyler.
The week before Salazar was ready to leave for
KETK’s offer, she came back to the Valley to visit
and ended up landing a job with News Channel 5,
as a morning reporter. She worked in that position
for a little over a year, but she yearned for an
anchor position. Salazar realized that she had to
leave the Valley, but chose a job in close proximity
to home.
“I wanted an anchor position and to stay near
the Valley.
I applied
in Corpus
Christi for
for an
evening
anchor
position
for a NBC
channel,”
Salazar
added.
Salazar
realizes
the luck
that she’s
had in the
television
news
world,
because
she
always
got hired
for every
news job position that she wanted. Eventually she
ended coming back to Channel 5 as the morning
and noon anchor in the beginning of 2001.
“[Channel 5]
is such a good
station to work
for, the
management
treats you like
family. That is
why [reporters
and anchors] stay
here so long.”
When Salazar
was in college,
she started her
step into the
television news
business
interning as an
associate
producer for the
CBS-affiliated
KGBT-TV Team

TALKING TO THE STARS— Television anchor Laurie Salazar, an ex-Bronc, interviews
Edward James Olmos (left), and U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison (above). She is shown at
her college graduation with her parents (below) in 1996, and with co-anchor Brady Douglas
on the Fox news set (bottom of page).

4 News.
“[During
college] I
interned at
channel 4. I
ran the
teleprompter
and
answered
phones. Later
I became an
AP [associate
producer] on
weekends,”
Salazar said.
“It was timeconsuming,
but it was
definitely a
good eyeopener. It
was worth
the
experience.”
At UTPA,
Salazar was involved with various organizations.
She was a member of the Blazer dance team and
one of the editors for the first issue of the
Panorama magazine. She held several part-time
jobs while attending school and also competed in
several beauty pageants, winning titles of Miss
Hidalgo County USA and Miss South Texas USA.
“I competed in Miss Texas USA both in 1994
and 1997,” Salazar said. “[Competing] has helped
me to be a public speaker.”
Salazar added that competing also helped keep
her informed about current events.
“You have to know your stand on community
and world issues,” Salazar said. “It has taught me
to be well-rounded, knowledgeable and social. A
beauty queen is not just a pretty face, she has to be
professional.”
Salazar said she has gained a strong journalistic
edge through her experiences as an anchor. It has
been a learning experience and taught Salazar to
expand the boundaries of knowledge on every
aspect of life.
“You have to know everything. How school
board meetings work, the way courts work, border
issues, health issues, and laws. You need to know

how to research [all subjects]as a reporter and
anchor,” Salazar said.
Salazar’s advice to those pursuing a career in
broadcast journalism is to be well-rounded in
knowledge and the journalistic trade.
“People driven to the business are personality
driven and they are not shy people. Some
think it is only about appearance, but it is so
much more,” Salazar said. “It is about looking
professional. It is about being a journalist.”
When Salazar is not delivering early morning
news, she keeps herself busy with various
organizations. She is a board member for CASA
(Court Appointed Special Advocate)
for abused and neglected children, a committee
member for Miss Rio Grande Valley USA pageant
system. She is also a member of the Provisional
Class Junior League for McAllen.
According to the KRGV web site, Laurie’s
journalistic achievements include being named the
2000 Hispanic Women of the Year in the Media by
the American G.I. Forum in Corpus Christi. She
was selected as the regional media winner that
same year for advocating the Child Protective
Services Adoption Program in Texas.
Salazar’s co-workers feel that she has reached
the top and will continue to strive to become the
best in the television news world.
Letty Valadez-Garza, who has been with News
Channel 5 for 20 years, is Salazar’s mentor, and
says that the UTPA ex has proven herself in the
business.
“Laurie has taken everything she learned at
school and through her personal activities
[pageants] combined a complete package to create
the professional woman that she is today,”
Valadez-Garza said. “She is the epitome of beauty
and brains.”
News Channel 5 reporter Kristine Galvan said
Salazar is ambitious and hardworking.
“Laurie is a very hard worker, she knows what
she wants in her career. She is very careerminded.”
Salazar said her goals as a professional
journalist will not come to a halt any time soon.
She plans to try and land a job in Houston, Miami,
Dallas, or Washington D.C.
“My goals are to move up to be an evening
anchor [at Channel 5] and to one day work in a top
15 market,” Salazar said.
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How could the Valley benefit
from having a spaceport in
Willacy County?

Page 4

HOMECOMING

BASEBALL

continued from page 1

The Valley will become more popular and
it will increase our economy.

Special to The Pan American

I believe a lot of jobs will be created and
the Valley will become more noticeable to
the people that don’t live here.

Jesse Montoya
Communication
Sophomore
It will make the Valley more important
among the country since hardly any
people from the outside know about
this area.

Tricia Barrera
Broadcast Journalism
Senior
It will bring more jobs here and that
will benefit the Valley’s economy.

Michael Coody
Computer Graphics
Senior
There will be better jobs and research
oppurtunities especially for UTPA. It will
also be a good tourist center.

continued from page 14

14 by getting shelled by California 20-5.
The Golden Bears pummelled Bronc
pitching by scoring 18 runs in the first four
innings of the game. California right
fielder Brian Horowitz hit two home runs
and batted in eight runs during the
slaughter.
On Feb. 15, 19th-ranked Nebraska didn’t
treat the Broncs much better. The
Cornhuskers routed Pan Am 9-1. Nebraska
used the combined efforts of three pitchers
to limit the Broncs to just two hits. UTPA
pitching did its best to equal the
Cornhuskers’ hurlers by throwing a sixhitter, but three Bronc pitchers combined to
walk 10 men and hit five batters.

Iliana Rodriguez
Criminal Justice
Sophomore

Jennifer Sikes
Undeclared
Sophomore
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ROYAL COURT— (Left to right): Duke Carlos Rios; Prince Omar Garza; 1996 King Rene Cantu; King Joshua
A. Caesar; Queen Adelle Clinton; 1996 Queen Iris Sosa; Princess Naima Williams and Duchess Erica Diaz

take and all universities should have.”
The USOC and 15 other participating
organizations got a great turnout from the
students, according to USOC Coordinator
Anabelle Torres. Planning for the event started
in December, and do to their work, 1,978 votes
were cast.
“It was the best turnout we could [have] ever
imagined,” Torres said. “At least 15
organizations [had booths] and competed in the
games. It is something we want to keep for next
year, and the years after because it was a perfect
program.”
Bronc-o-King Caesar commented that he was
surprised and happy about all of the students
who came out to support the event and voted for
the candidates.
“It is amazing how many students voted, and
I think that with that kind of student support I
am really happy to be king,” Caesar said. “Like
I was telling everybody when I was out there
shaking hands, I would really like to represent
the university in a way it should be represented.
I want to thank everybody that voted and chose
me as the Bronc-o-King.”
Clinton, this year's Bronc-o-Queen, also said
she was very excited about being nominated by
her sorority, and was even more pleased when
she was voted queen by the students. She hopes
to represent the student body, the university, and
her sorority, as well as bring more spirit to the

RETENTION

campus.
However, there were those who never
imagined being in the top three and felt a big
thrill to be part of the 2003 court. Lady Bronc
basketball player Williams did not expect to get
far, and win a position in the court.
“I didn't expect to get this far, but my
basketball team pushed me to do it, so I am
really excited about it,” Williams said.
USOC President Sandra Alcocer stated that
although the organization was worried about the
potential reaction, or lack thereof, of the student
body toward bringing back homecoming,
everything was better than expected.
“I think it is great, we got awesome results,”
Alcocer said. “The USOC brought back the
tradition, and we want to keep [the spirit] alive
every spring semester.”
As for the organizations that participated, they
also got the name recognition from the student
body, as Kayla Dreyer treasurer of the Pre-law
Society commented. She also said that the
homecoming festivities also help to bring more
members to those clubs and organizations.
The true essence of Bronc-o-Days is of
course, to provide more school spirit and
support to UTPA's basketball team. As senior
Dulce Cantu said, the homecoming event brings
more spirit and motivation to the players; the
more motivation they receive, the more they
win.

continued from page 2

persisters and nonpersisters are similar,” the
article read.
Although such things as standardized tests
have not been accurate indicators so far, Salinas
pointed out there are some warning signs of
nonpersistence.
“Those that left showed signs of leaving by
earning or enrolling for less credit hours in the
semesters before they stop coming,” he said.
“Their GPA was also going down and the last
semester enrolled, these students did not do
well at all.”
By establishing what he believes is a pattern
of behavior for nonpersisters, Llanes hopes that
intervention will increase retention rates at
UTPA.
“Now that we have an indication of
nonpersisters we can try to intervene so they
stay,” he said. “This university needs to have a
significant increase of graduates in order to
reach state goals,”
Llanes said that Salinas was able to
benchmark a time period that students are are
most likely to drop out. With this new
information, Llanes hopes that the university

will be able to provide services such as
counseling in order to encourage the students
thinking of dropping out to realize the benefits
of a university diploma.
“Some students have a bad first semester,
terrible grades or they aren’t familiar with the
4.0 grade scale and don’t know how well they
are doing in their classes,” Llanes said. “They
have families to manage, jobs to handle or
temporarily need to leave school. If we can
catch them and show them the long term
benefits of college, then they will be able to see
how college will benefit them in the end.”
In the 1992 cohort group the retention rate
reflected a 65-percent institutional loss by the
time the students reached their fourth year. That
percentage comes from an initial group of 1,425
students.
With that high statistic looming over UTPA,
the authors of the article will conduct a followup qualitative study of the 67 long-term
persisters to provide answers to the hypotheses
raised by the study.
The entire article can be read in the Journal
of Hispanic Higher Education.

UTPA wrapped up their participation in
the tournament by dropping the last game
to Southwest Texas State 12-3. Bronc
pitchers threw a six-hitter for the second
day in a row, but gave up 12 runs. SWT
jumped out to a 9-0 lead after four innings
and later added 3 more runs to run up the
score to 12-0 after seven frames.
The Broncs reacted too late by scoring
three runs in the bottom of the ninth to
save themselves from the shutout.
On Feb. 22, Pan Am will host ArkansasMonticello at the Edinburg Baseball
Stadium in a doubleheader at 4 p.m. The
Broncs will wrap up the three-game series
on Sunday, Feb. 23 at 1 p.m.

Page 13

SPORTS CLIPBOARD
Tigres capture first
Tigres of UNL leap-frogged archrival
Monterrey for first place in the Mexican
Soccer League this past weekend after
defeating the Chivas of Guadalajara,
Mexico’s most popular club, 1-0, in the
sixth week of the Clausura 2003 tournament. Brazilian forward Kleber Pereira
scored the winning goal in the Tigres’ victory to insure first place with 13 points.
Meanwhile, cross-town rival Monterrey
lost to the defending champion Diablos
Rojos of Toluca, 3-1, to fall into second
place by goal differential.

Ali retains title
Laila Ali, the youngest daughter of former heavyweight champion and Louisville
native Muhammad Ali, stopped 34-year-old
Texas native Mary Ann Almager with 1:55
left in the fourth round on a technical
knockout Friday night to defend her IBA
super middleweight championship at the
Louisville Gardens before a capacity crowd
of 4,000. The bout was televised as the
main event of ESPN2’s Friday Night Fights
on Feb. 14. Ali improved her record to 140 while notching her 11th career KO. With
the loss, Almager dropped to 14-6.

Hunters Expo coming
The 13th Annual Texas Hunters Expo
will be held this weekend, February 2123, at the McAllen Civic Center. The
event will include bookings for trophy
hunts and maufacturers and dealers will be
on hand to show off their latest hardware.
The Expo will begin on Friday at 5 p.m.
and run until 9 p.m. The event will continue from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday and
conclude Sunday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

U.S. beats Jamaica
In another tuneup match before the
Football Confederation's Gold Cup, the
United States Men's National Soccer Team
defeated Jamaica, 2-1, in front of a sell-out
crowd of 27,000 at the National Stadium in
Kingston, Jamaica. Carlos Bocanegra
scored in the 11th minute and Chris Klein
added a second tally two minutes later.
Jamaica's lone goal came off a 51st minute
free kick after U.S. midfield Pablo
Mastroeni was called for a yellow card.
The U.S. used a roster composed of players
exclusively from Major League Soccer,
while Jamaica recalled eight players based
in England. The victory over the Reggae
Boyz improved the U.S. all-time record
against the Caribbean nation to an undefeated 8-0-5 and 2-0-4 in games played in
Jamaica.

Broncs face Reynosa
The UTPA baseball team will face the

Reynosa Broncos on Tuesday, March 4th at
the Edinburg Baseball Stadium at 7:30 p.m.
The game was originally scheduled to be
played in Reynosa, Mexico. Last year,
Reynosa defeated the Broncs, 5-3. Rafael
Castaneda blasted a two-run homer in the
ninth inning before a crowd of 1,604 fans
at the Edinburg Baseball Stadium.

Ladies take third
The Lady Broncs golf team took third
place in the five-team field Bronc
Intercollegiate Classic after scoring a threeround total of 971 last Tuesday. Freshman
Stefanie Maynard scored a 54-hole total of
229 and won in a scorecard playoff to
emerge as the tournament’s medalist.
Lamar took first place after shooting a 951
for the tournament. Southwest Texas State
finished second with a 964.

Broncs capture 12th
The University of Texas-Pan American
men’s golf team finished in 12th place last
Tuesday after accumulating a 54-hole total
of 923 at the 15-team Sam Hall
Intercollegiate golf tournament.
Southeastern Louisiana took first place
with a score of 852. The UTPA track teams
set two school records Feb. 15 at the
University of Houston/RunSport AllComers Meet at the Yeoman Field House.
Junior Amy Moses finished first in the
weight throw with a school record throw of
60 feet four inches. The throw was a personal best for Moses. Another school
record was set by junior Isaac Ybarra in the
same category. Ybarra threw for 58 feet 8
1/2 inches to finish second in the weight
throw.

Student volunteers
The athletic department of UTPA
recently agreed to form a partnership with
the Comfort House of McAllen that will
involve Pan Am student-athletes. The
Comfort House is located at 617 Dallas
Ave. and provides free end-of-life care for
terminally ill people. The second annual
Walkathon, sponsored by the Comfort
House, will be held Feb. 22. Registration
for the charity event will begin at 7:30
p.m. at Doc Neuhaus Park at Eigth Street
and Dallas Avenue in McAllen. The walk
will start at 8:30 a.m.

Broncs beat Savannah
State
The UTPA men’s basketball team got
back to its winning ways with a 45-39 victory over Savannah State on Wednesday
night. Kevin Mitchell led UTPA (10-18)
with 16 points, and Allen Holcomb added
10 points and 12 boards. Michael Mitchell
led the Tigers (2-23) with 16 points.
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Religious groups finding campus niche
Campus Faith
FIRST IN A CONTINUING SERIES
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
The meaning of life, righteousness, and death
are some of the things that humans have tried to
understand through religion. From the deities of
the Aztecs to Buddha, religion has always been a
part of humanity. It is a powerful entity. Beliefs,
morals, ethics, and social norms are all
determined by it. War, as well as peace, has been
created because of it.
At the University of Texas-Pan American
there are 10 religious organizations that provide a
variety of choices for students. Each will be
profiled in The Pan American as part of a
continuing series for the next two months.
Each group has its own beliefs and
viewpoints, which it feels are correct. Members
stand behind what they think and can support
their ideas. The groups are composed of human
beings trying to understand life and its creator.
CAMPUS MINISTRY INTERNATIONAL
Campus Ministry International began its
UTPA chapter in Fall 2002. The group is
affiliated with the United Pentecostal Church
International, but accepts members from all
denominations.
The president of Campus Ministry
International, Michael de los Santos, a freshman
social work major, began the organization
because he felt the need to give students, faculty,
and staff an opportunity to learn about the
Apostolic Bible.
“I wanted to preach the gospel at Pan Am as
the Apostles did,” de la Santos said. “God is
almighty, powerful, and limitless. Amen. If you
preach like that then you get the same results as
the Apostles did back then.”
The Campus Ministry International secretary,
Sara Lopez, a sophomore biology major, joined
Campus Ministry International because she
wanted to share God’s word with other students
as well.
“I wanted to go out there and share God’s
word with everyone,” Lopez said. “It’s hard
being a college student. You have to work, you
have to live on your own, classes are hard, and
you get frustrated and stressed. I wanted to help
students understand that there is hope. God can
help you through anything.”
De los Santos originally wanted to create the
organization at Texas State Technical College in
Harlingen, but could not find a faculty sponsor.
He then prayed for an answer to his problem.
“God told me, I felt his deep impression, to
come to Pan Am,” de los Santos said. “I did and
immediately the door opened up and everything
got taken care of. Jorge Lopez from the
education department is the sponsor. The rest is
history.”
Before de la Santos turned to religion he says
he was a drug addict and alcoholic. He said he
was saved on March 13, 2001.
“Now I live for God and want to tell others
about the wonderful treasure that can be found in
the Lord,” de los Santos said. “I had given
everything a shot before. I gave drugs a shot. I
gave alcohol a shot. It was horrible. Now I have
given the Lord a shot and there is no going
back.”
Campus Ministry International holds prayer
meetings every Tuesday from noon to 1 p.m. in
the University Chapel. Bible studies are held on
Thursdays, noon to 1 p.m. in Sage Room 2.406
in the Student Union. The discussions held come
from questions that members might have.
“We have straight word lessons,” de los
Santos said. “I preach what God has put in my
heart. Others who have experienced salvation
preach as well.”
Lopez feels that the most important lesson that
Campus Ministry International teaches is to

make God a part of one’s daily life.
“Lately we’ve been talking about really
getting ahold of God,” Lopez said. “We need to
live for God. It’s not a once in awhile thing. It’s
an ongoing thing.”
According to Lopez, Campus Ministry
International also believes in total immersion
baptismal and that speaking in tongues is
evidence of the Holy Ghost’s presence. The
group studies salvation according to Acts 2:38.
“It means that we need to repent,” Lopez said
about Acts 2:38. “We gotta turn away from
sinning. We gotta be truly sorry and want to
make a complete turn around. Of course nobody
is perfect. We are all going to sin again, but God
is merciful. However, we have to try not to and if
we do then we must repent.”
Throughout the semester Campus Ministry
International holds revival services which are
open to the public.
“Anyone who has given their hearts to Christ
and lives to serve God is welcome,” de los
Santos said. “They can make public confessions
of their faith.”
The organization has not had any fundraisers
yet. It funds its activities through the money
received at services it holds. However, members
are planning fundraisers in the near future.
“We take that money and use it through the
year,” de los Santos said. “The Lord usually
blesses us with a generous amount.”
During times of hardships, disaster, and
uncertainty, de los Santos feels that the answer is
God and that is what Campus Ministry
International preaches.
“God loves everyone on campus and in the
world,“ de los Santos said. “People are walking
around with emptiness. He is what the world
needs. God is here to help, but you have to
confess to him and then he will send help.”
For more information about United
Pentecostal Church International log on to
www.upci.com and for questions about Campus
Ministry International e-mail Michael de los
Santos at
campusministryinternational@yahoo.com.
REFORMED STUDENTS FOR CHRIST
Another religious organization that got started
in Fall 2002 is Reformed Students for Christ.
The group studies the ideology of predestination,
John Calvin and Martin Luther.
Moses Flores, president of Reformed Students
for Christ, a senior kinesiology major, began the
organization because he felt that there was no
representation of reformed Christians on campus.
“The ideology of reformation has been
abandoned by many,” Flores said. “We aim to
return to it and have a new reformation, a small
one of course.”
Bible studies along with question-and-answer
seminars are held every Tuesday and Thursday
from noon to 1 p.m. in the Social Behavioral and
Science building. The location varies, but for the
month of February it will be in room 110. The
topics discussed depend on the questions brought
up by participants.
“We are a challenging group,” said Flores.
“We ask people to really study the scriptures and
see them for what they really say. ”
Alex Gonzalez, junior nursing major, decided
to join Reformed Students for Christ after
picking up a flier explaining what Reformed
Christianity is.
“I was already a Christian before I joined,”
Gonzalez said. “When I went to the Bible study I
saw some things I was never taught before or
had ever seen before. It made me think and
question my beliefs. I asked myself why do I
believe that. Is it just tradition or is it really
God’s word?”
After learning about Reformed Christianity,
Gonzalez decided that Reformed Students for
Christ was the best religious organization for him
because it offered a look into the beginning of
Protestant Christianity.

“There are a lot of (religious) groups on
campus, but none are like this one,” Gonzalez
said. “No other group touches on theology. This
group gets deep, seminary deep. We even go to
the original manuscripts in Greek and Hebrew. It
really gives you a better understanding.”
The organization dedicates itself to educating
people on the original Protestant teachings,
because members feel they are the true word of
God.
“People have their own set of ideas of what
they think, but usually they are sorely mistaken,”
Flores said. “If they come, they can find out
what true, classical, and historical Christianity
is.”
According to Gonzalez Tulip, Reformed
Students for Christ believe in Calvin’s five
points:
• The first point is total depravity, which
teaches that all men are born in sin and are
corrupted. Therefore man cannot desire God.
• Calvin’s second point is unconditional
election. This teaches that before creation God
chose a group of people that would be saved.
Therefore God chose man.
• The third point, Gonzalez explained is
limited atonement. This teaches that God sent
Jesus Christ to save only those who he has
chosen to be saved.
• Irresistible grace is the fourth point, which
teaches that because God has chosen an
individual and Jesus Christ died for that
individual then that person will not be able to
resist the work of God.
• The last point, according to Gonzalez, is
perseverance of the saints. This point explains
that once someone is saved they cannot lose their
salvation because the Holy Spirit dwells in them.
The group has had trouble with others who do
not agree with them. Flores said another student
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wrote “liars” on a Reformed Students for Christ
flier that was posted on campus.
“Debates are welcomed,” said Flores, who
was a Christian Studies major at Howard Payne
University before transferring to UTPA. “Too
many assume their beliefs are correct without
questioning them. Let me show you the history
books and we’ll go to the Greeks and Hebrews
(biblical texts) if we have to.”
According to Flores, Reformation is huge
worldwide, but he feels that due to lack of
knowledge people have moved away from it in
the United States. However, he adds that most
Christian religions can trace their roots to
Reformed Christianity.
“People are trying to reinvent Christianity,”
Flores said. “There is too much use of emotion
and pragmatics in preaching. It has been
corrupted.”
Gonzalez also feels that Protestant Christianity
has gone through a negative change from when
it first begun.
“Today’s stuff is real liberal,” Gonzalez said.
“They don’t tell you the whole truth. I’m not
saying they do it on purpose. They probably just
don’t know. They haven’t come to the
realization.”
Reformed Students for Christ feels that it can
offer a better understanding of Christianity to its
members.
“We will give them a more proper
understanding of what true Christianity is, not
only as a religion, but as a world view,” de los
Santos said. “It will develop their beliefs which
shape their moral life.”
For more information about Reformed
Students for Christ e-mail Moses de los Santos at
prchdaword@aol.com.
NEXT WEEK: The series continues with a
look at two more campus groups.

continued from page 1

As nearly as I can tell, my colleagues are exacting in their standards. I certainly have students who are
capable of earning A's and do.”
Buckman said that there are several standards he upholds making grade inflation unlikely: the
density of the subject matter; the reliance on written and oral communication skills; the demand to
articulate in a precise and concise matter; the forging of analytic and synthetic skills.
“The insistence that one think profoundly about the fundamental questions of human being
preclude easy A's in most circumstances,” he suggested. “The demands and rigors of logic alone make
our course work challenging. However, the rewards of such intensity are inestimable.”
USA Today reports that according to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, in 1966, 22
percent of Harvard University undergraduate students earned “A's” and by 1996, that figure rose to 46
percent. That same year, 82 percent of Harvard seniors graduated with honors.
In addition, in 1973, 31 percent of all grades at Princeton were “A's” and by 1997 that rose to 43
percent. In 1997 only 12 percent of all grades given at Princeton were below the “B” range.
According to the National Survey of Student Engagement, there seems to be is an ‘unspoken
agreement’ between students and professor that allows the students to feel as if they do not hassle the
faculty with problems relating to the class then the faculty will not ask to much from them. Buckman
sees this statement, and the action it suggests, as undermining the ethics of professors.
“We are expecting our students to be professionals, we send students into the world with a hope
and a promise of a rich future,” he explained. “There is an obligation on both students and professors
to attempt the highest standards to open up the possibility of such a future,” he said.
Junior psychology major Roland Martinez said that he felt that decisions he makes to take classes
are mainly dependent on his degree plan, but that if he needed to raise his GPA, this might alter his
decisions.
“I have taken classes before that I felt would be an ‘easy A’,” Martinez said. “It can go either way,
because yes, you can get a good grade, therefore raising your GPA, but at the same time, you might
not get anything out of the class.”
Classes that are considered easier to gain a higher average include the “soft sciences” such as
sociology, anthropology, psychology, and communications. Natural sciences, like physics and
advanced math courses prove to be the classes that offer tougher “A’s,” especially for a population of
U.S. college students who have ranked near the middle of the pack in international lists comparing
performance in science and math.
Senior Jaime Puente is a teaching assistant in cellular biology and says he has never never heeded
the pressure of giving students higher grades.
“Knowing that the class is difficult I would try to be lenient with the work since lab should be
helpful to the lecture,” Puente said. “But I started to realize that there were some students who would
try to take advantage of the lab so I started to be stricter with the amount of effort the students had to
put in.”
Junior premed major Susan Edionwe said that she had heard of classes or professors that would be
easy to ace, but hasn’t encountered one herself.
“I’ve been told that some professors don’t require heavy work, or that the tests aren’t that difficult,”
Edionwe said. “But the classes I’ve had that have been easy are simply that because I’ve had really
good professors that explain well and work with the students.”
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Education assistance MADD’s in action
provided by Region I
By CELESTE TELLO
The Pan American

By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

Sometimes educational services need their own
assistance when trying to reach and provide the best
opportunities possible for students.
That’s why in 1965, the State Legislature
authorized the creation of Regional Education
Services Centers. In 1967, the centers expanded to
include the provision of educational services to
school districts and the coordination of regional
education planning. In 1969, the Regional Education
Services broadened to include participation in a
statewide system of computer services, including
technical assistance.
The Region One Education Service Center
(ROESC) in Edinburg is one of 20 such agencies
across the state that was created to provide support
to over 1,000 school districts in Texas.
Encompassing over 9,600 square miles in South
Texas including Cameron, Hidalgo, Willacy, Starr,
Webb, Jim Hogg, and Zapata counties, Region One
provides services to 39 school districts, including
public, private and charter schools. Currently there
are 315,910 students in Region One schools, making
the ROESC one of the largest service centers in the
state.
With the large number of students to serve and
schools to service, Region One is dedicated to
supporting school districts in improving student
performance, helping districts to operate more
efficiently and economically, as well as
implementing initiatives assigned by the Legislature
or the Commissioner of Education.
According to Annette Garcia, Region One
publication assistant, ROESC is committed to
making sure that students in South Texas are
receiving the best opportunity for a quality
education. In turn, the hope is that more quality
students will end up attending higher education
institutions in the Valley.
By offering professional development
opportunities on topics such as the state-mandated
TAKS test (Texas Assessment of Knowledge &
Skills), Reading Academies, Dyslexia Academies,
Special Education Programs, or Migrant Education
to educators throughout the area, ROESC is taking
the initiative in providing opportunities to help
students reach higher levels of learning.
“The ways in which we carry out these objectives
are evident in our work with state, local, and higher
education agencies, school districts, educators, and
students,” Garcia said.
The ROESC is also connected to programs such
as GEARUP, which is a program that encourages
students to seek higher education as well as offering
comprehensive services such as mentoring, tutoring,
and counseling.
According to the GEARUP web site, The

University of Texas-Pan American GEARUP Project
- called “Yes, You Can Go To College,” or “¡Sí Se
Puede!” - is committed to increasing college
enrollment rates among youth and offering
supportive services for participants and their
parents.
The program concentrates on preparing students
for higher education by getting them to pursue a
rigorous program for post-secondary education. The
UTPA GEARUP partnership tries to give more than
7,000 students from 17 different high schools the
encouragement, awareness, preparation, and skills
required to succeed in college.
Region One ESC will also be doing technology
integration training for over 1,200 teachers from 20
districts and 82 campuses this year.
“We are also offering focused technology
integration training which meets the goals of the No
Child Left Behind, Title II, Part D, Enhancing
Education Through Technology requirement,"
Garcia said. “Computers and networks are not
meaningful in the instructional process unless they
are fully integrated into our curriculum. The Region
One training focuses on infusing technology into the
content areas.’
ROESC also works with school districts to assist
them in operating efficiently and effectively, as well
as saving money.
“One way in which we carry out this mission is to
offer school districts the opportunity to come
together in purchasing cooperatives where they can
pool their resources and get more for their dollar,”
Garcia said. “For example, ROESC has a Child
Nutrition Services Cooperative in which there are
41 members, including the Cameron County Jail
System for food purchasing. They bid out last year
a total of $30 million in product including food,
paper, janitorial products, small kitchen wares and
equipment, and uniforms.”
Garcia explained that by participating in a food
purchasing cooperative, individual school districts
have the buying power to get the attention of
manufacturers that they may not get acting on their
own. This causes those manufactures to change
formulations and packaging to meet the needs of
School Service and standards acceptable to students.
Region One ESC continues to work with
institutions of higher learning: University of TexasPan American, South Texas Community College,
and the University of Texas-Brownsville, in
continuing to bring educational opportunities to our
students.
“No longer is it considered a K-12 system of
education, it is now K-16, which reinforces the idea
that post secondary education is necessary for
students.” Garcia said. “Students visit these college
campuses and participate in concurrent enrollment
programs again, to offer student opportunity for
advancement.”

The Rio Grande Valley Chapter
of Mothers Against Drunk Driving
has been raising awareness about
the dangers of driving while
intoxicated for two years now.
The chapter moved from
McAllen to Edinburg in July 2002.
From the new location, the MADD
chapter works in the four-county
area to put an end to drunken
driving.
The chapter leads efforts in
Willacy, Hidalgo, Starr and
Cameron Counties from one office
and with only two paid employees.
“We have a very small paid
staff,” said Ana Verley, victims’
assistance coordinator. “There’s
two of us so it’s hard to be in all
the places at once.”
Despite this, and thanks to
willing volunteers, MADD has
been working to reach their goal of
ending drunken driving.
One of their upcoming attempts
to keep the roads safe will take
place on Feb. 10-11.
“We are preparing to attend
Legislative Day in Austin,” Verley
said. “We will be meeting with our
local legislators.”
Verley said that this year they
hope to establish sobriety
checkpoints and lower the blood
alcohol concentration (BAC) to .05
for repeat offenders. The current
legal limit of intoxication is .08 for
both repeat and first-time
offenders. MADD is hoping to
trigger new legislation.
“We want to change it if you’re a
repeat offender, we want to make
the limit lower,” Verley said.
For members of MADD in the
RGV Chapter, this goal holds
certain importance because of the
most current statistics set from the
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration.
According to 2001 statistics,
Texas had the highest number of
traffic fatalities related to alcohol.
Verley said that two of the Valley
counties had the highest rates in
the state.
“Texas led the nation last year in
drunk driving fatalities,” she said.
“Hidalgo and Cameron County lead
Texas in drunk driving fatalities.”

According to NHTSA, Texas had
3,724 total traffic deaths in 2001
and 48 percent were alcohol
related. That is approximately
1,789 of the total deaths.
Locally, the chapter has been
making efforts with different
organizations and groups of people
to prevent drunk driving.
According to Verley, some
students from UTPA help in
MADD’s efforts.
“We have some volunteers that
are college students and some that
are actual victims,” she said.
UTPA nursing students offered
their assistance for the RGV
Chapter held last year, and
Bacchus and Gamma also
contributed to the lifesaving efforts
on New Year’s Eve.
“The nursing students helped us
last year with our fundraiser as part
of their volunteer hours,” Verley
said. “There’s also a fraternity on
campus that we coordinated with to
do the cab rides on New Year’s.”
The organization is looking to do
at least two or three major
fundraisers this year and will
continue to have monthly efforts
like the Victims Impact Panel
(VIP).
VIP is a panel of actual victims
from alcohol-related accidents who
talk to groups of about 50 and
inform them of the effects on
people that drunken driving has.
According to Verley, VIP is
considered a fundraiser and held
twice a month.
“[VIP] is considered a fundraiser
and we have those twice a month,”
she said. “We do one in English
and one in Spanish.”
The organization also does
presentations for schools and
students from pre-kindergarten to
college in hopes that the students
will carry on the knowledge of the
dangers of DWI.
That is where John Cabrera, the
community programs coordinator
comes in. He is responsible for
setting up booths at health fairs
and talking to groups of students.
Cabrera is available to give
presentations to any groups.
Both Verley and Cabrera can be
reached for further information at
383-7400. Further statistics can be
found at www.NHTSA .org or
www.MADD.org.

McAllen Sports donation being put to good use
By ADRIANA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
A crowd of high school students and
administrators watched as a $25,000 check was
handed over to The University of Texas-Pan
American and Region One GEARUP (Gaining
Early Awareness and Readiness for
Undergraduate Programs) scholarship match
program on Feb. 7, 2003.
George Salcines, owner and manager of
McAllen Sports, has made a difference in the
lives of Valley youth for 16 years through the
McAllen Sports three-point shootout.
“The Valley has been real good to me, I am
just a firm believer in giving back,” said Salcines.
Priscilla Garcia, 14, is one of the 16,000
students in the GEARUP program who will be

able to take advantage of the $25,000 donation
that will be awarded upon graduation from high
school.
“I think it’s great that the money was donated
because now I can go to college and my mom
doesn’t have to worry about how she’s going to
pay for it,” said Garcia.
Garcia has been able to benefit greatly from
GEARUP already.
She often hesitated to ask questions in algebra
class at W. A. Todd ninth grade campus in
Donna.
“I’m kind of shy and I get embarrassed when I
have to ask a question,” commented Garcia.
She soon had another option thanks to the
tutoring program implemented by GEARUP
which serves as an intervention program for
students with borderline grades in the five major

subjects.
Martha Resendez, 20, a UTPA student, now
sits beside Garcia in Algebra class just in case she
has any questions.
“Now I just ask Martha for help," Garcia said.
“I get better grades on my tests and quizzes since
I know how to do the math better.”
Garcia’s grades have significantly improved.
According to Ofelia Alvarez, the UTPA
GEARUP facilitator in Donna, Garcia made a
drastic improvement from the second six weeks
to the third six weeks, jumping from a 70 to a 91
in Algebra.
“Supplementary tutoring is one of the many
programs offered by GEARUP,” said Alvarez.
“GEARUP, in collaboration with students,
parents, and the campus, is committed to
increasing college enrollment rates.”

Rolando S. Arriola, vice president for Student
Affairs, said the UTPA Foundation would handle
the funds for both programs. University officials
have challenged the U.S. Department of
Education to raise $275,000, and if this happens,
the total will be matched by the UTPA
Foundation.
Arriola estimates more than $4 million will be
raised at the end of the five-year program for the
UTPA foundation.
“Receiving this gift like this will definitely
help us and put us on the road to developing
major scholarships for those graduating out of
high school,” Arriola said. “It’s a wonderful thing
that McAllen Sports has done to give back to the
community. We encourage other businesses to do
the same because we need a lot of help to meet
our goals.”
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Around
Town
South Texas Music
Festival
Through Feb. 23
Place: Rio Grande Valley
Livestock Showgrounds in
Mercedes
Event: The 14th Annual
South Texas Music
Festival, featuring the Jimi
Hendrix Traveling Museum,
will feature a wide range of
music on 10 stages. More
than 250 musical acts and
600 entertainers are
scheduled to perform.
Price: Tickets are $8 at the
gate per day, $10 for Feb.
22-23, or $20 for the whole
festival. Bring and
instrument and get a $3
discount.
Phone: (956) 464-7767

Ripples of paper
Moving across
The room
Trying to reach the
Other mind.

Fiesta Edinburg
Feb. 22 from noon to 11
p.m.
Place: Edinburg Municipal
Park, Dolittle Road, south
from 107
Event: Live entertainment
will include Grupo Control
and La Costumbre, a
petting zoo, climbing wall
and food and beverage
booths.
Phone: (956) 383-4974

T

he University of TexasPan American Clark
Gallery, located in the
Fine Arts Building, features
UTPA art department chair
Nancy Moyer’s exhibit “In
Retrospect: an Ideational Self
Portrait.”

Mariachi/Folklorio
Concert
March 1 at 2 and 7 p.m.,
March 2 at 2 p.m.
Place: La Joya Performing
Arts Center (the red
building) 604 Coyote Drive
in La Joya.
Event: The La Joya
Performing Arts Center’s
2003 Mariachi/Folklorico
Spring Concert will feature
Mariachi Los Coyotes and
Grupo Folklorico Tabasco.
Phone: (956) 580-5161
Guest speaker
March 10 at 2 p.m.
Place: Weslaco Bicultural
Museum, 515 S. Kansas in
Weslaco
Event: Weslaco native,
artist and Director of the
Donna Hooks Fletcher
Museum Laura Lincoln will
speak about the Benitez
Theater family and people
who have contributed to
the Mid-Valley’s Hispanic
heritage
Phone: (956) 968-9142

The exhibit, which features a number of worksThe
exhibit runs through March 17 and admission is free.

(Above) - In the wake of the Destruction (Right) - Let’s look at this year in review
There never was anything new.
The innocents were pinned
The months walked by,
Layers of sacrifice
The weeks never spoke,
Previously unplanned.
And the days were simply
God’s little joke.

Photos by Matt Lynch
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CULTURE CLUB
What students like to read, listen to and surf.

Paulo Reyes
Undecided
CD: “Kaboom”
Movie: “Stigmata”
Book: “The Aeneid” by Virgil

Mexican-American author Gary Soto will read excerpts
from his books, lecture and autograph books tonight
By DULCE GONZALEZ
The Pan American

The English department
of The University of
Texas- Pan American will
host the MexicanAmerican author Gary
Soto.
The author will
appear before students
and faculty for a
lecture and reading of
his works Feb. 20
starting at 7:30 p.m.
in the university’s
Student Union
Theatre. According
to Dr. Steve
Schneider, chair of
the English
department, the
department invited
Soto in honor of the
university’s 75th
anniversary.
"We wanted a nationally
known figure because of
the significance of the 75th
anniversary," said
Schneider.
The author was invited
to the university’s campus
for this special event last
fall. Schneider first
became interested in
Soto’s work when he wrote
an article about him for
The Oxford Encyclopedia

of American Literature. In
doing his article Schneider
not only discovered an
author who wrote in many
genres such as poetry,
memoirs, essays, and
children’s books, but also
found a man who wrote
about Mexican-American

“

It’s an
opportunity for
students to gain
an appreciation
for their culture.
- Steven Schneider,
English department chair

National Book Award.
Some of his work includes
“The Elements of San
Joaquin” which is about
his experiences growing
up in the San Joaquin
Valley in Southern
California and “Baseball in
April” which is a
collection of stories
about growing up and
playing baseball.
The reading is free
to the public and will
feature a book-signing
session after the
lecture given by the
author. Immediately
after, the event will
close with a reception.
Schneider
commented that he
would like to see as
many students
possible attend the reading
and lecture. Not only will
it be a rich and cultural
experience for the
students, but will also help
the students meet an
author they are familiar
with.
"It is an opportunity for
students to gain an
appreciation for their
culture," said Schneider.
"Our students will get the
chance to meet an author
that they have been
studying in their classes."

Yvonne Villareal
Freshman
Biology
CD: “Tidal” by Fiona Apple
Movie: “White Oleander”
Book: “Death of Ivan Ilych” by Leo Tolstoy

“

February 20, 2003

experiences. This also
played a key role in the
department’s decision to
invite him to the
university.
"We chose him because
he writes about MexicanAmerican experiences,"
said Schneider. "We
wanted a figure who would
appeal to the residents of
the Rio Grande Valley."
The California native
has received the Los
Angles Times Award and
has been nominated for the

Rachel Peña
Graduate
Computer Science
CD: “T.A.T.U.”
Movie: “Scary Movie”
Book: Harry Potter series
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who have contributed to
the Mid-Valley’s Hispanic
heritage
Phone: (956) 968-9142

The exhibit, which features a number of worksThe
exhibit runs through March 17 and admission is free.

(Above) - In the wake of the Destruction (Right) - Let’s look at this year in review
There never was anything new.
The innocents were pinned
The months walked by,
Layers of sacrifice
The weeks never spoke,
Previously unplanned.
And the days were simply
God’s little joke.

Photos by Matt Lynch
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Education assistance MADD’s in action
provided by Region I
By CELESTE TELLO
The Pan American

By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

Sometimes educational services need their own
assistance when trying to reach and provide the best
opportunities possible for students.
That’s why in 1965, the State Legislature
authorized the creation of Regional Education
Services Centers. In 1967, the centers expanded to
include the provision of educational services to
school districts and the coordination of regional
education planning. In 1969, the Regional Education
Services broadened to include participation in a
statewide system of computer services, including
technical assistance.
The Region One Education Service Center
(ROESC) in Edinburg is one of 20 such agencies
across the state that was created to provide support
to over 1,000 school districts in Texas.
Encompassing over 9,600 square miles in South
Texas including Cameron, Hidalgo, Willacy, Starr,
Webb, Jim Hogg, and Zapata counties, Region One
provides services to 39 school districts, including
public, private and charter schools. Currently there
are 315,910 students in Region One schools, making
the ROESC one of the largest service centers in the
state.
With the large number of students to serve and
schools to service, Region One is dedicated to
supporting school districts in improving student
performance, helping districts to operate more
efficiently and economically, as well as
implementing initiatives assigned by the Legislature
or the Commissioner of Education.
According to Annette Garcia, Region One
publication assistant, ROESC is committed to
making sure that students in South Texas are
receiving the best opportunity for a quality
education. In turn, the hope is that more quality
students will end up attending higher education
institutions in the Valley.
By offering professional development
opportunities on topics such as the state-mandated
TAKS test (Texas Assessment of Knowledge &
Skills), Reading Academies, Dyslexia Academies,
Special Education Programs, or Migrant Education
to educators throughout the area, ROESC is taking
the initiative in providing opportunities to help
students reach higher levels of learning.
“The ways in which we carry out these objectives
are evident in our work with state, local, and higher
education agencies, school districts, educators, and
students,” Garcia said.
The ROESC is also connected to programs such
as GEARUP, which is a program that encourages
students to seek higher education as well as offering
comprehensive services such as mentoring, tutoring,
and counseling.
According to the GEARUP web site, The

University of Texas-Pan American GEARUP Project
- called “Yes, You Can Go To College,” or “¡Sí Se
Puede!” - is committed to increasing college
enrollment rates among youth and offering
supportive services for participants and their
parents.
The program concentrates on preparing students
for higher education by getting them to pursue a
rigorous program for post-secondary education. The
UTPA GEARUP partnership tries to give more than
7,000 students from 17 different high schools the
encouragement, awareness, preparation, and skills
required to succeed in college.
Region One ESC will also be doing technology
integration training for over 1,200 teachers from 20
districts and 82 campuses this year.
“We are also offering focused technology
integration training which meets the goals of the No
Child Left Behind, Title II, Part D, Enhancing
Education Through Technology requirement,"
Garcia said. “Computers and networks are not
meaningful in the instructional process unless they
are fully integrated into our curriculum. The Region
One training focuses on infusing technology into the
content areas.’
ROESC also works with school districts to assist
them in operating efficiently and effectively, as well
as saving money.
“One way in which we carry out this mission is to
offer school districts the opportunity to come
together in purchasing cooperatives where they can
pool their resources and get more for their dollar,”
Garcia said. “For example, ROESC has a Child
Nutrition Services Cooperative in which there are
41 members, including the Cameron County Jail
System for food purchasing. They bid out last year
a total of $30 million in product including food,
paper, janitorial products, small kitchen wares and
equipment, and uniforms.”
Garcia explained that by participating in a food
purchasing cooperative, individual school districts
have the buying power to get the attention of
manufacturers that they may not get acting on their
own. This causes those manufactures to change
formulations and packaging to meet the needs of
School Service and standards acceptable to students.
Region One ESC continues to work with
institutions of higher learning: University of TexasPan American, South Texas Community College,
and the University of Texas-Brownsville, in
continuing to bring educational opportunities to our
students.
“No longer is it considered a K-12 system of
education, it is now K-16, which reinforces the idea
that post secondary education is necessary for
students.” Garcia said. “Students visit these college
campuses and participate in concurrent enrollment
programs again, to offer student opportunity for
advancement.”

The Rio Grande Valley Chapter
of Mothers Against Drunk Driving
has been raising awareness about
the dangers of driving while
intoxicated for two years now.
The chapter moved from
McAllen to Edinburg in July 2002.
From the new location, the MADD
chapter works in the four-county
area to put an end to drunken
driving.
The chapter leads efforts in
Willacy, Hidalgo, Starr and
Cameron Counties from one office
and with only two paid employees.
“We have a very small paid
staff,” said Ana Verley, victims’
assistance coordinator. “There’s
two of us so it’s hard to be in all
the places at once.”
Despite this, and thanks to
willing volunteers, MADD has
been working to reach their goal of
ending drunken driving.
One of their upcoming attempts
to keep the roads safe will take
place on Feb. 10-11.
“We are preparing to attend
Legislative Day in Austin,” Verley
said. “We will be meeting with our
local legislators.”
Verley said that this year they
hope to establish sobriety
checkpoints and lower the blood
alcohol concentration (BAC) to .05
for repeat offenders. The current
legal limit of intoxication is .08 for
both repeat and first-time
offenders. MADD is hoping to
trigger new legislation.
“We want to change it if you’re a
repeat offender, we want to make
the limit lower,” Verley said.
For members of MADD in the
RGV Chapter, this goal holds
certain importance because of the
most current statistics set from the
National Highway Traffic Safety
Administration.
According to 2001 statistics,
Texas had the highest number of
traffic fatalities related to alcohol.
Verley said that two of the Valley
counties had the highest rates in
the state.
“Texas led the nation last year in
drunk driving fatalities,” she said.
“Hidalgo and Cameron County lead
Texas in drunk driving fatalities.”

According to NHTSA, Texas had
3,724 total traffic deaths in 2001
and 48 percent were alcohol
related. That is approximately
1,789 of the total deaths.
Locally, the chapter has been
making efforts with different
organizations and groups of people
to prevent drunk driving.
According to Verley, some
students from UTPA help in
MADD’s efforts.
“We have some volunteers that
are college students and some that
are actual victims,” she said.
UTPA nursing students offered
their assistance for the RGV
Chapter held last year, and
Bacchus and Gamma also
contributed to the lifesaving efforts
on New Year’s Eve.
“The nursing students helped us
last year with our fundraiser as part
of their volunteer hours,” Verley
said. “There’s also a fraternity on
campus that we coordinated with to
do the cab rides on New Year’s.”
The organization is looking to do
at least two or three major
fundraisers this year and will
continue to have monthly efforts
like the Victims Impact Panel
(VIP).
VIP is a panel of actual victims
from alcohol-related accidents who
talk to groups of about 50 and
inform them of the effects on
people that drunken driving has.
According to Verley, VIP is
considered a fundraiser and held
twice a month.
“[VIP] is considered a fundraiser
and we have those twice a month,”
she said. “We do one in English
and one in Spanish.”
The organization also does
presentations for schools and
students from pre-kindergarten to
college in hopes that the students
will carry on the knowledge of the
dangers of DWI.
That is where John Cabrera, the
community programs coordinator
comes in. He is responsible for
setting up booths at health fairs
and talking to groups of students.
Cabrera is available to give
presentations to any groups.
Both Verley and Cabrera can be
reached for further information at
383-7400. Further statistics can be
found at www.NHTSA .org or
www.MADD.org.

McAllen Sports donation being put to good use
By ADRIANA MARTINEZ
The Pan American
A crowd of high school students and
administrators watched as a $25,000 check was
handed over to The University of Texas-Pan
American and Region One GEARUP (Gaining
Early Awareness and Readiness for
Undergraduate Programs) scholarship match
program on Feb. 7, 2003.
George Salcines, owner and manager of
McAllen Sports, has made a difference in the
lives of Valley youth for 16 years through the
McAllen Sports three-point shootout.
“The Valley has been real good to me, I am
just a firm believer in giving back,” said Salcines.
Priscilla Garcia, 14, is one of the 16,000
students in the GEARUP program who will be

able to take advantage of the $25,000 donation
that will be awarded upon graduation from high
school.
“I think it’s great that the money was donated
because now I can go to college and my mom
doesn’t have to worry about how she’s going to
pay for it,” said Garcia.
Garcia has been able to benefit greatly from
GEARUP already.
She often hesitated to ask questions in algebra
class at W. A. Todd ninth grade campus in
Donna.
“I’m kind of shy and I get embarrassed when I
have to ask a question,” commented Garcia.
She soon had another option thanks to the
tutoring program implemented by GEARUP
which serves as an intervention program for
students with borderline grades in the five major

subjects.
Martha Resendez, 20, a UTPA student, now
sits beside Garcia in Algebra class just in case she
has any questions.
“Now I just ask Martha for help," Garcia said.
“I get better grades on my tests and quizzes since
I know how to do the math better.”
Garcia’s grades have significantly improved.
According to Ofelia Alvarez, the UTPA
GEARUP facilitator in Donna, Garcia made a
drastic improvement from the second six weeks
to the third six weeks, jumping from a 70 to a 91
in Algebra.
“Supplementary tutoring is one of the many
programs offered by GEARUP,” said Alvarez.
“GEARUP, in collaboration with students,
parents, and the campus, is committed to
increasing college enrollment rates.”

Rolando S. Arriola, vice president for Student
Affairs, said the UTPA Foundation would handle
the funds for both programs. University officials
have challenged the U.S. Department of
Education to raise $275,000, and if this happens,
the total will be matched by the UTPA
Foundation.
Arriola estimates more than $4 million will be
raised at the end of the five-year program for the
UTPA foundation.
“Receiving this gift like this will definitely
help us and put us on the road to developing
major scholarships for those graduating out of
high school,” Arriola said. “It’s a wonderful thing
that McAllen Sports has done to give back to the
community. We encourage other businesses to do
the same because we need a lot of help to meet
our goals.”
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Religious groups finding campus niche
Campus Faith
FIRST IN A CONTINUING SERIES
By AMELIA GARCIA
The Pan American
The meaning of life, righteousness, and death
are some of the things that humans have tried to
understand through religion. From the deities of
the Aztecs to Buddha, religion has always been a
part of humanity. It is a powerful entity. Beliefs,
morals, ethics, and social norms are all
determined by it. War, as well as peace, has been
created because of it.
At the University of Texas-Pan American
there are 10 religious organizations that provide a
variety of choices for students. Each will be
profiled in The Pan American as part of a
continuing series for the next two months.
Each group has its own beliefs and
viewpoints, which it feels are correct. Members
stand behind what they think and can support
their ideas. The groups are composed of human
beings trying to understand life and its creator.
CAMPUS MINISTRY INTERNATIONAL
Campus Ministry International began its
UTPA chapter in Fall 2002. The group is
affiliated with the United Pentecostal Church
International, but accepts members from all
denominations.
The president of Campus Ministry
International, Michael de los Santos, a freshman
social work major, began the organization
because he felt the need to give students, faculty,
and staff an opportunity to learn about the
Apostolic Bible.
“I wanted to preach the gospel at Pan Am as
the Apostles did,” de la Santos said. “God is
almighty, powerful, and limitless. Amen. If you
preach like that then you get the same results as
the Apostles did back then.”
The Campus Ministry International secretary,
Sara Lopez, a sophomore biology major, joined
Campus Ministry International because she
wanted to share God’s word with other students
as well.
“I wanted to go out there and share God’s
word with everyone,” Lopez said. “It’s hard
being a college student. You have to work, you
have to live on your own, classes are hard, and
you get frustrated and stressed. I wanted to help
students understand that there is hope. God can
help you through anything.”
De los Santos originally wanted to create the
organization at Texas State Technical College in
Harlingen, but could not find a faculty sponsor.
He then prayed for an answer to his problem.
“God told me, I felt his deep impression, to
come to Pan Am,” de los Santos said. “I did and
immediately the door opened up and everything
got taken care of. Jorge Lopez from the
education department is the sponsor. The rest is
history.”
Before de la Santos turned to religion he says
he was a drug addict and alcoholic. He said he
was saved on March 13, 2001.
“Now I live for God and want to tell others
about the wonderful treasure that can be found in
the Lord,” de los Santos said. “I had given
everything a shot before. I gave drugs a shot. I
gave alcohol a shot. It was horrible. Now I have
given the Lord a shot and there is no going
back.”
Campus Ministry International holds prayer
meetings every Tuesday from noon to 1 p.m. in
the University Chapel. Bible studies are held on
Thursdays, noon to 1 p.m. in Sage Room 2.406
in the Student Union. The discussions held come
from questions that members might have.
“We have straight word lessons,” de los
Santos said. “I preach what God has put in my
heart. Others who have experienced salvation
preach as well.”
Lopez feels that the most important lesson that
Campus Ministry International teaches is to

make God a part of one’s daily life.
“Lately we’ve been talking about really
getting ahold of God,” Lopez said. “We need to
live for God. It’s not a once in awhile thing. It’s
an ongoing thing.”
According to Lopez, Campus Ministry
International also believes in total immersion
baptismal and that speaking in tongues is
evidence of the Holy Ghost’s presence. The
group studies salvation according to Acts 2:38.
“It means that we need to repent,” Lopez said
about Acts 2:38. “We gotta turn away from
sinning. We gotta be truly sorry and want to
make a complete turn around. Of course nobody
is perfect. We are all going to sin again, but God
is merciful. However, we have to try not to and if
we do then we must repent.”
Throughout the semester Campus Ministry
International holds revival services which are
open to the public.
“Anyone who has given their hearts to Christ
and lives to serve God is welcome,” de los
Santos said. “They can make public confessions
of their faith.”
The organization has not had any fundraisers
yet. It funds its activities through the money
received at services it holds. However, members
are planning fundraisers in the near future.
“We take that money and use it through the
year,” de los Santos said. “The Lord usually
blesses us with a generous amount.”
During times of hardships, disaster, and
uncertainty, de los Santos feels that the answer is
God and that is what Campus Ministry
International preaches.
“God loves everyone on campus and in the
world,“ de los Santos said. “People are walking
around with emptiness. He is what the world
needs. God is here to help, but you have to
confess to him and then he will send help.”
For more information about United
Pentecostal Church International log on to
www.upci.com and for questions about Campus
Ministry International e-mail Michael de los
Santos at
campusministryinternational@yahoo.com.
REFORMED STUDENTS FOR CHRIST
Another religious organization that got started
in Fall 2002 is Reformed Students for Christ.
The group studies the ideology of predestination,
John Calvin and Martin Luther.
Moses Flores, president of Reformed Students
for Christ, a senior kinesiology major, began the
organization because he felt that there was no
representation of reformed Christians on campus.
“The ideology of reformation has been
abandoned by many,” Flores said. “We aim to
return to it and have a new reformation, a small
one of course.”
Bible studies along with question-and-answer
seminars are held every Tuesday and Thursday
from noon to 1 p.m. in the Social Behavioral and
Science building. The location varies, but for the
month of February it will be in room 110. The
topics discussed depend on the questions brought
up by participants.
“We are a challenging group,” said Flores.
“We ask people to really study the scriptures and
see them for what they really say. ”
Alex Gonzalez, junior nursing major, decided
to join Reformed Students for Christ after
picking up a flier explaining what Reformed
Christianity is.
“I was already a Christian before I joined,”
Gonzalez said. “When I went to the Bible study I
saw some things I was never taught before or
had ever seen before. It made me think and
question my beliefs. I asked myself why do I
believe that. Is it just tradition or is it really
God’s word?”
After learning about Reformed Christianity,
Gonzalez decided that Reformed Students for
Christ was the best religious organization for him
because it offered a look into the beginning of
Protestant Christianity.

“There are a lot of (religious) groups on
campus, but none are like this one,” Gonzalez
said. “No other group touches on theology. This
group gets deep, seminary deep. We even go to
the original manuscripts in Greek and Hebrew. It
really gives you a better understanding.”
The organization dedicates itself to educating
people on the original Protestant teachings,
because members feel they are the true word of
God.
“People have their own set of ideas of what
they think, but usually they are sorely mistaken,”
Flores said. “If they come, they can find out
what true, classical, and historical Christianity
is.”
According to Gonzalez Tulip, Reformed
Students for Christ believe in Calvin’s five
points:
• The first point is total depravity, which
teaches that all men are born in sin and are
corrupted. Therefore man cannot desire God.
• Calvin’s second point is unconditional
election. This teaches that before creation God
chose a group of people that would be saved.
Therefore God chose man.
• The third point, Gonzalez explained is
limited atonement. This teaches that God sent
Jesus Christ to save only those who he has
chosen to be saved.
• Irresistible grace is the fourth point, which
teaches that because God has chosen an
individual and Jesus Christ died for that
individual then that person will not be able to
resist the work of God.
• The last point, according to Gonzalez, is
perseverance of the saints. This point explains
that once someone is saved they cannot lose their
salvation because the Holy Spirit dwells in them.
The group has had trouble with others who do
not agree with them. Flores said another student

GRADES

wrote “liars” on a Reformed Students for Christ
flier that was posted on campus.
“Debates are welcomed,” said Flores, who
was a Christian Studies major at Howard Payne
University before transferring to UTPA. “Too
many assume their beliefs are correct without
questioning them. Let me show you the history
books and we’ll go to the Greeks and Hebrews
(biblical texts) if we have to.”
According to Flores, Reformation is huge
worldwide, but he feels that due to lack of
knowledge people have moved away from it in
the United States. However, he adds that most
Christian religions can trace their roots to
Reformed Christianity.
“People are trying to reinvent Christianity,”
Flores said. “There is too much use of emotion
and pragmatics in preaching. It has been
corrupted.”
Gonzalez also feels that Protestant Christianity
has gone through a negative change from when
it first begun.
“Today’s stuff is real liberal,” Gonzalez said.
“They don’t tell you the whole truth. I’m not
saying they do it on purpose. They probably just
don’t know. They haven’t come to the
realization.”
Reformed Students for Christ feels that it can
offer a better understanding of Christianity to its
members.
“We will give them a more proper
understanding of what true Christianity is, not
only as a religion, but as a world view,” de los
Santos said. “It will develop their beliefs which
shape their moral life.”
For more information about Reformed
Students for Christ e-mail Moses de los Santos at
prchdaword@aol.com.
NEXT WEEK: The series continues with a
look at two more campus groups.

continued from page 1

As nearly as I can tell, my colleagues are exacting in their standards. I certainly have students who are
capable of earning A's and do.”
Buckman said that there are several standards he upholds making grade inflation unlikely: the
density of the subject matter; the reliance on written and oral communication skills; the demand to
articulate in a precise and concise matter; the forging of analytic and synthetic skills.
“The insistence that one think profoundly about the fundamental questions of human being
preclude easy A's in most circumstances,” he suggested. “The demands and rigors of logic alone make
our course work challenging. However, the rewards of such intensity are inestimable.”
USA Today reports that according to the American Academy of Arts and Sciences, in 1966, 22
percent of Harvard University undergraduate students earned “A's” and by 1996, that figure rose to 46
percent. That same year, 82 percent of Harvard seniors graduated with honors.
In addition, in 1973, 31 percent of all grades at Princeton were “A's” and by 1997 that rose to 43
percent. In 1997 only 12 percent of all grades given at Princeton were below the “B” range.
According to the National Survey of Student Engagement, there seems to be is an ‘unspoken
agreement’ between students and professor that allows the students to feel as if they do not hassle the
faculty with problems relating to the class then the faculty will not ask to much from them. Buckman
sees this statement, and the action it suggests, as undermining the ethics of professors.
“We are expecting our students to be professionals, we send students into the world with a hope
and a promise of a rich future,” he explained. “There is an obligation on both students and professors
to attempt the highest standards to open up the possibility of such a future,” he said.
Junior psychology major Roland Martinez said that he felt that decisions he makes to take classes
are mainly dependent on his degree plan, but that if he needed to raise his GPA, this might alter his
decisions.
“I have taken classes before that I felt would be an ‘easy A’,” Martinez said. “It can go either way,
because yes, you can get a good grade, therefore raising your GPA, but at the same time, you might
not get anything out of the class.”
Classes that are considered easier to gain a higher average include the “soft sciences” such as
sociology, anthropology, psychology, and communications. Natural sciences, like physics and
advanced math courses prove to be the classes that offer tougher “A’s,” especially for a population of
U.S. college students who have ranked near the middle of the pack in international lists comparing
performance in science and math.
Senior Jaime Puente is a teaching assistant in cellular biology and says he has never never heeded
the pressure of giving students higher grades.
“Knowing that the class is difficult I would try to be lenient with the work since lab should be
helpful to the lecture,” Puente said. “But I started to realize that there were some students who would
try to take advantage of the lab so I started to be stricter with the amount of effort the students had to
put in.”
Junior premed major Susan Edionwe said that she had heard of classes or professors that would be
easy to ace, but hasn’t encountered one herself.
“I’ve been told that some professors don’t require heavy work, or that the tests aren’t that difficult,”
Edionwe said. “But the classes I’ve had that have been easy are simply that because I’ve had really
good professors that explain well and work with the students.”
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How could the Valley benefit
from having a spaceport in
Willacy County?
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The Valley will become more popular and
it will increase our economy.

Special to The Pan American

I believe a lot of jobs will be created and
the Valley will become more noticeable to
the people that don’t live here.

Jesse Montoya
Communication
Sophomore
It will make the Valley more important
among the country since hardly any
people from the outside know about
this area.

Tricia Barrera
Broadcast Journalism
Senior
It will bring more jobs here and that
will benefit the Valley’s economy.

Michael Coody
Computer Graphics
Senior
There will be better jobs and research
oppurtunities especially for UTPA. It will
also be a good tourist center.

continued from page 14

14 by getting shelled by California 20-5.
The Golden Bears pummelled Bronc
pitching by scoring 18 runs in the first four
innings of the game. California right
fielder Brian Horowitz hit two home runs
and batted in eight runs during the
slaughter.
On Feb. 15, 19th-ranked Nebraska didn’t
treat the Broncs much better. The
Cornhuskers routed Pan Am 9-1. Nebraska
used the combined efforts of three pitchers
to limit the Broncs to just two hits. UTPA
pitching did its best to equal the
Cornhuskers’ hurlers by throwing a sixhitter, but three Bronc pitchers combined to
walk 10 men and hit five batters.

Iliana Rodriguez
Criminal Justice
Sophomore

Jennifer Sikes
Undeclared
Sophomore

Sports
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ROYAL COURT— (Left to right): Duke Carlos Rios; Prince Omar Garza; 1996 King Rene Cantu; King Joshua
A. Caesar; Queen Adelle Clinton; 1996 Queen Iris Sosa; Princess Naima Williams and Duchess Erica Diaz

take and all universities should have.”
The USOC and 15 other participating
organizations got a great turnout from the
students, according to USOC Coordinator
Anabelle Torres. Planning for the event started
in December, and do to their work, 1,978 votes
were cast.
“It was the best turnout we could [have] ever
imagined,” Torres said. “At least 15
organizations [had booths] and competed in the
games. It is something we want to keep for next
year, and the years after because it was a perfect
program.”
Bronc-o-King Caesar commented that he was
surprised and happy about all of the students
who came out to support the event and voted for
the candidates.
“It is amazing how many students voted, and
I think that with that kind of student support I
am really happy to be king,” Caesar said. “Like
I was telling everybody when I was out there
shaking hands, I would really like to represent
the university in a way it should be represented.
I want to thank everybody that voted and chose
me as the Bronc-o-King.”
Clinton, this year's Bronc-o-Queen, also said
she was very excited about being nominated by
her sorority, and was even more pleased when
she was voted queen by the students. She hopes
to represent the student body, the university, and
her sorority, as well as bring more spirit to the

RETENTION

campus.
However, there were those who never
imagined being in the top three and felt a big
thrill to be part of the 2003 court. Lady Bronc
basketball player Williams did not expect to get
far, and win a position in the court.
“I didn't expect to get this far, but my
basketball team pushed me to do it, so I am
really excited about it,” Williams said.
USOC President Sandra Alcocer stated that
although the organization was worried about the
potential reaction, or lack thereof, of the student
body toward bringing back homecoming,
everything was better than expected.
“I think it is great, we got awesome results,”
Alcocer said. “The USOC brought back the
tradition, and we want to keep [the spirit] alive
every spring semester.”
As for the organizations that participated, they
also got the name recognition from the student
body, as Kayla Dreyer treasurer of the Pre-law
Society commented. She also said that the
homecoming festivities also help to bring more
members to those clubs and organizations.
The true essence of Bronc-o-Days is of
course, to provide more school spirit and
support to UTPA's basketball team. As senior
Dulce Cantu said, the homecoming event brings
more spirit and motivation to the players; the
more motivation they receive, the more they
win.

continued from page 2

persisters and nonpersisters are similar,” the
article read.
Although such things as standardized tests
have not been accurate indicators so far, Salinas
pointed out there are some warning signs of
nonpersistence.
“Those that left showed signs of leaving by
earning or enrolling for less credit hours in the
semesters before they stop coming,” he said.
“Their GPA was also going down and the last
semester enrolled, these students did not do
well at all.”
By establishing what he believes is a pattern
of behavior for nonpersisters, Llanes hopes that
intervention will increase retention rates at
UTPA.
“Now that we have an indication of
nonpersisters we can try to intervene so they
stay,” he said. “This university needs to have a
significant increase of graduates in order to
reach state goals,”
Llanes said that Salinas was able to
benchmark a time period that students are are
most likely to drop out. With this new
information, Llanes hopes that the university

will be able to provide services such as
counseling in order to encourage the students
thinking of dropping out to realize the benefits
of a university diploma.
“Some students have a bad first semester,
terrible grades or they aren’t familiar with the
4.0 grade scale and don’t know how well they
are doing in their classes,” Llanes said. “They
have families to manage, jobs to handle or
temporarily need to leave school. If we can
catch them and show them the long term
benefits of college, then they will be able to see
how college will benefit them in the end.”
In the 1992 cohort group the retention rate
reflected a 65-percent institutional loss by the
time the students reached their fourth year. That
percentage comes from an initial group of 1,425
students.
With that high statistic looming over UTPA,
the authors of the article will conduct a followup qualitative study of the 67 long-term
persisters to provide answers to the hypotheses
raised by the study.
The entire article can be read in the Journal
of Hispanic Higher Education.

UTPA wrapped up their participation in
the tournament by dropping the last game
to Southwest Texas State 12-3. Bronc
pitchers threw a six-hitter for the second
day in a row, but gave up 12 runs. SWT
jumped out to a 9-0 lead after four innings
and later added 3 more runs to run up the
score to 12-0 after seven frames.
The Broncs reacted too late by scoring
three runs in the bottom of the ninth to
save themselves from the shutout.
On Feb. 22, Pan Am will host ArkansasMonticello at the Edinburg Baseball
Stadium in a doubleheader at 4 p.m. The
Broncs will wrap up the three-game series
on Sunday, Feb. 23 at 1 p.m.

Page 13

SPORTS CLIPBOARD
Tigres capture first
Tigres of UNL leap-frogged archrival
Monterrey for first place in the Mexican
Soccer League this past weekend after
defeating the Chivas of Guadalajara,
Mexico’s most popular club, 1-0, in the
sixth week of the Clausura 2003 tournament. Brazilian forward Kleber Pereira
scored the winning goal in the Tigres’ victory to insure first place with 13 points.
Meanwhile, cross-town rival Monterrey
lost to the defending champion Diablos
Rojos of Toluca, 3-1, to fall into second
place by goal differential.

Ali retains title
Laila Ali, the youngest daughter of former heavyweight champion and Louisville
native Muhammad Ali, stopped 34-year-old
Texas native Mary Ann Almager with 1:55
left in the fourth round on a technical
knockout Friday night to defend her IBA
super middleweight championship at the
Louisville Gardens before a capacity crowd
of 4,000. The bout was televised as the
main event of ESPN2’s Friday Night Fights
on Feb. 14. Ali improved her record to 140 while notching her 11th career KO. With
the loss, Almager dropped to 14-6.

Hunters Expo coming
The 13th Annual Texas Hunters Expo
will be held this weekend, February 2123, at the McAllen Civic Center. The
event will include bookings for trophy
hunts and maufacturers and dealers will be
on hand to show off their latest hardware.
The Expo will begin on Friday at 5 p.m.
and run until 9 p.m. The event will continue from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday and
conclude Sunday from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m.

U.S. beats Jamaica
In another tuneup match before the
Football Confederation's Gold Cup, the
United States Men's National Soccer Team
defeated Jamaica, 2-1, in front of a sell-out
crowd of 27,000 at the National Stadium in
Kingston, Jamaica. Carlos Bocanegra
scored in the 11th minute and Chris Klein
added a second tally two minutes later.
Jamaica's lone goal came off a 51st minute
free kick after U.S. midfield Pablo
Mastroeni was called for a yellow card.
The U.S. used a roster composed of players
exclusively from Major League Soccer,
while Jamaica recalled eight players based
in England. The victory over the Reggae
Boyz improved the U.S. all-time record
against the Caribbean nation to an undefeated 8-0-5 and 2-0-4 in games played in
Jamaica.

Broncs face Reynosa
The UTPA baseball team will face the

Reynosa Broncos on Tuesday, March 4th at
the Edinburg Baseball Stadium at 7:30 p.m.
The game was originally scheduled to be
played in Reynosa, Mexico. Last year,
Reynosa defeated the Broncs, 5-3. Rafael
Castaneda blasted a two-run homer in the
ninth inning before a crowd of 1,604 fans
at the Edinburg Baseball Stadium.

Ladies take third
The Lady Broncs golf team took third
place in the five-team field Bronc
Intercollegiate Classic after scoring a threeround total of 971 last Tuesday. Freshman
Stefanie Maynard scored a 54-hole total of
229 and won in a scorecard playoff to
emerge as the tournament’s medalist.
Lamar took first place after shooting a 951
for the tournament. Southwest Texas State
finished second with a 964.

Broncs capture 12th
The University of Texas-Pan American
men’s golf team finished in 12th place last
Tuesday after accumulating a 54-hole total
of 923 at the 15-team Sam Hall
Intercollegiate golf tournament.
Southeastern Louisiana took first place
with a score of 852. The UTPA track teams
set two school records Feb. 15 at the
University of Houston/RunSport AllComers Meet at the Yeoman Field House.
Junior Amy Moses finished first in the
weight throw with a school record throw of
60 feet four inches. The throw was a personal best for Moses. Another school
record was set by junior Isaac Ybarra in the
same category. Ybarra threw for 58 feet 8
1/2 inches to finish second in the weight
throw.

Student volunteers
The athletic department of UTPA
recently agreed to form a partnership with
the Comfort House of McAllen that will
involve Pan Am student-athletes. The
Comfort House is located at 617 Dallas
Ave. and provides free end-of-life care for
terminally ill people. The second annual
Walkathon, sponsored by the Comfort
House, will be held Feb. 22. Registration
for the charity event will begin at 7:30
p.m. at Doc Neuhaus Park at Eigth Street
and Dallas Avenue in McAllen. The walk
will start at 8:30 a.m.

Broncs beat Savannah
State
The UTPA men’s basketball team got
back to its winning ways with a 45-39 victory over Savannah State on Wednesday
night. Kevin Mitchell led UTPA (10-18)
with 16 points, and Allen Holcomb added
10 points and 12 boards. Michael Mitchell
led the Tigers (2-23) with 16 points.
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Broncs split twinbill
against Incarnate Word
UTPA drops first contest but wins nightcap

By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
The University of Texas-Pan American
baseball team finally got some solid
pitching Wednesday evening as freshman
Aaron Guerra pitched a one-hitter to defeat
Incarnate Word 4-0 and snap a five-game
losing streak before 381 fans gathered at
the Edinburg Baseball Stadium.
The Broncs improved to 5-6 while the
Crusaders evened their record at 5-5.
Guerra (2-2) pitched seven strong innings
while giving up a lone hit, striking out one
and walking only two to drop his ERA to
3.92. Pan Am’s offense supplied Guerra
with a pair of runs in the bottom of the
fourth and another deuce in the Bronc half
of the sixth which turned out to be more
than the Edinburg standout needed to chalk
up his second win of the season.
In the fourth, sophmore Tony Ortiz
doubled to left center to drive in freshman
Louie Alamia. Ortiz advanced to third on a
ground out by sophmore Ricky Anderson
and scored on junior Aldo Alonzo’s
sacrifice fly.
Edinburg native Alamia opened the
bottom half of the sixth with a triple to left

center field and came home on an Ortiz
single. The Fort Worth native advanced to
second on a on a single to right field by
Anderson and reached third on Alonzo’s
sacrifice bunt. Freshman T.J. Gilmer poked
a single to right field to score Ortiz and
give Guerra a 4-0 lead.
UTPA dropped the opening game of the
twinbill 12-8 in 10 innings after committing
six errors. Trailing 7-2 after six innings, the
Bronc offense chipped away at the Crusader
lead by scoring a run in the seventh and a
pair of runs in the eigth and ninth innings to
force the game into extra innings.
The Broncs sent junior Johnny Gibson to
the mound to start off the tenth, but IWU
ended up using the UTPA freshman for
target practice. Justin Krawietz sealed the
Crusader victory with a grand slam home
run to put IWU ahead 12-7.
Pan Am tried to rally in its half of the
tenth, but only managed to squeeze out a
run to drop the first game.
Last weekend, the Broncs dropped three
straight games at the Round Rock Express
College Classic by a combined score of 419.
UTPA opened up the tournament on Feb.

sports
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UTPA BASEBALL STATS
Feb. 19
UIW
0000000- 011
(5-5)
UTPA
000202x- 460
(5-6)
Pitchers: UIW - J Munoz. UTPA - A Guerra
Win - A Guerra (2-2) Loss - J Munoz (3-1)
Time - 1:30 Attendance - 381
UIW
4 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 5 - 12 13 3 (5-4)
UTPA
0 0 0 2 0 0 1 2 2 1 - 8 15 6 (4-6)
Pitchers: UIW - H Delgadillo; J Condel (7); A
Chevalier (8); G MARTINEZ (10).
UTPA - T Sorden; T Parker (2); J Gibson (10).
Win - A Chevalier (1-0) Loss - J Gibson (0-1)
Time - 3:31 Attendance - Not reported
HR UIW - J Kraweitz
Round Rock Express College Classic
Feb. 16
SWT
0 7 1 1 0 0 3 0 0 - 12 6 0 (4-5)
UTPA
0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3 - 3 10 2 (4-5)
Pitchers: SWT - P Schappert; B Parr (8).
UTPA - A Guerra; B Diorio (2); R Anderson (7);
R Martinez (7); J Lopez (7).
Win - P Schappert (1-1) Loss - A Guerra (1-2)
Time - 2:45 Attendance - 518
Feb. 15
NEBRASKA 0 0 0 3 2 0 0 3 1 - 9 6 2 (2-0)
UTPA
0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 - 1 2 2 (4-4)
Pitchers: NEBRASKA - B Duensing; D Timm
(7); M Sillman (9).
UTPA - T Sorden; J Gibson (5); J Lopez (8).
Win - B Duensing (1-0) Loss - T Sorden (0-1)
Time - 2:43 Attendance - 242

Feb. 14
UTPA
0 0 0 0 5 0 0 - 5 8 2 (4-3)
CAL
0 6 7 5 1 1 x - 20 16 0 (7-1)
Pitchers: UTPA - J Duhon; T Parker (3); J
Saenz (4).
CALIFORNIA - M Brown; B Read (6).
Win - M Brown (1-0) Loss - J Duhon (0-1)
Time - 2:30 A - Not reported
HR UTPA - B Kennedy; HR CALIFORNA - B
Horwitzh 2, C Jackson, J Holder 2

Mastodon halftime lead to 29-27.
Down 37-35 with 14:06 left in
the second half, Arizona native
Arriola tied up the game at 37apiece on a layup that changed the
entire rhythm of the game.
The Lady Broncs opened up the
game with quick passing, better
positioning and beating the blackand-blue to the hoop that resulted
in a 17-4 Pan Am run that put the
home team ahead 54-42 with 7:04
left to play.
The Mastodons made a charge
in the last part of the game, but
UTPA managed to hold out by
outscoring the Midwesterners 1715 and eventually win their fifth
game of the season and improve
to 5-20.
"Our spacing wasn’t very good
in the first half and so it seemed
like we were getting really
jammed. When you run the floor
it allows you to flatten a team out
defensively because our kids were
pushing them and running the
floor," Anderson said.
"Offensively, we were much more
aggressive and got some easy
transition buckets which we

BRONCS

Photo by Ed Chrnko/The Pan American
ELEVATION: UTPA’s Naima Williams elevates over a IPFW defender for a shot.
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UTPA grad making it big on TV
Photos special to
The Pan American

Batting
G AB
J. McCoy
11 27
Marco Garza 11 48
Tony Ortiz
11 42
Matt Sisk
9
30
Juan Saenz 8
24
based on 20 at bats or

H
12
19
14
9
7
more

R HR RBI AVG
7 0 4 .444
7 1 8 .396
7 0 5 .333
6 1 7 .300
0 0 4 .292

Pitching
G W-L
Ben Diorio 3 2-0
A. Guerra 4 2-2
T. Sorden 4 0-1
based on 7.0 innings

ERA
1.46
3.92
6.46
pitched

SV
0
0
0

SO
7
8
8

IP
12.1
20.2
15.1

Upcoming Schedule
2/22 UTPA vs. Ark.-Montecello (DH) - 4 p.m.
2/23 UTPA vs. Ark.-Montecello - 1 p.m.
2/26 UTPA at Texas Tech - 4 p.m.
2/27 UTPA at Texas Tech - 2 p.m.
3/1 UTPA vs. TAMUCC (DH) - 4 p.m.

continued from page 16

haven’t been able to do all year."
"We played to win today which
is a little different than our past
couple of games where we played
not to lose. That was a huge
difference," said Anderson.
In the first matchup between the
two teams on Feb. 13, UTPA
opened up the game with a 14-0
run and increased the lead to 21-4
with 12:47 left to play in the first
half, but the Mastodons outscored
Pan Am 26-13 to close to within
four points at halftime, 34-30.
UTPA built up a 55-46 lead
with 6:45 remaining in the game
but the orange-and-green’s gas ran
out and the roof caved in as IPFW
went on an 18-2 run to lift them
over Pan Am 64-57.
NOTES: The Lady Broncs will
close out the season by playing
their remaining three games at the
Field House starting Thursday
Feb. 20 against Lipscomb at 7
p.m. Next week, UTPA will face
Incarnate Word on Tuesday Feb.
25 at 7 p.m. and will wrap up the
2002/03 season against Centenary
on Saturday March 1 at 1 p.m.

continued from page 16

steamroll right over them.
Pan Am fought back to within a
basket, 53-51, on a Thompson
layup with 1:33 remaining in the
game.
The Broncs pulled to within two
points again with 38 seconds left
to play, 56-54, after senior guard
Kevin Mitchell hit three straight
free throws. But TAMUCC held
off UTPA in the waning seconds
of the game by hitting two of four

THE PAN AMERICAN

UTPA Baseball Team Leaders

See BASEBALL page 13
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free throws to go up 58-54 and
put an end to the Broncs’ fourgame winning streak.
“It was a physical game. There
should of been more fouls called,”
said head coach Bob Hoffman.
“Our team just fought like crazy
at the end. They made some plays
at the end to give us a chance.”
The team’s next home game is
Monday, Feb. 24 against
Centenary.

UTPA Basketball
Stats
Men’s Basketball
Team Leaders
Points
K. MITCHELL
Allen Holcomb
Eric Montalvo
P. Thompson
T. Sitnikovas

G
27
27
27
27
27

Pts Pts/G
392 14.5
281 10.4
240 8.9
239 8.9
225 8.3

Rebounds
G Reb Reb/G
A. HOLCOMB 27 198 7.3
T. Sitnikovas 27 122 4.5
P. Thompson 27 113 4.2
Assists
JAMES DAVIS
Kevin Mitchell
Eric Montalvo

G
26
27
27

No. A/G
99 3.8
89 3.3
50 1.9

Women’s Basketball
Team Leaders
Points
ALEX GRAVEL
Naima Williams
J. Piwonka
Julie Porter
Amanda Carlow

G
22
25
25
25
25

Pts Pts/G
299 13.6
262 10.5
187 7.5
161 6.4
138 5.5

Rebounds
G Reb Reb/G
JULIE PORTER 25 147 5.9
Naima Williams 25 133 5.3
Jennifer Arriola 25 98 3.9
Assists
G No.
J. Piwonka
25 75
Amanda Carlow 25 67
Alex Gravel
22 45

A/G
3.0
2.7
2.0

Upcoming Schedule
2/20 Lady Broncs vs. Lipscomb
2/24 Broncs vs. Centenary
2/25 Lady Broncs vs. Inc. Word
3/1 Broncs at Morris Brown
3/1 Lady Broncs vs. Centenary

By BELINDA REYES
The Pan American
Only four news anchors in the Valley can say
they know what it is like to be a University of
Texas-Pan American graduate and Laurie Salazar
is one of them.
Surprisingly they all work at KRGV-TV
Channel 5. Salazar graduated from Pharr-San
Juan-Alamo High School in 1990 and from UTPA
in 1996. The early morning news anchor has come
a long way since the day she received her
bachelor’s degree in broadcast journalism. She has
anchored for a few television stations, before
landing a spot that she always dreamed about.
Salazar’s luck began after graduation when she
was offered a job to report part-time with KGBTTV Channel 4. She decided at the time that she
wanted a steady daytime job, and had hopes of
eventually getting hired at Channel 5.
“At the time, if I was going to work in the
Valley, I wanted to [wait] and work for the number
one station in the Valley,” Salazar said. “I worked
at McAllen Cable Network [Monday through
Friday] with normal hours. In that job, I got the
best of both worlds, by working in [media] and
using my degree.”
After six months, Salazar realized that she
missed the television news business.
“I was ready to take that leap in the news career.
I applied for an anchor position in Laredo,
with the CBS affiliate KVTV, channel 13,”
Salazar said. “I worked there a year as the
weekday morning/ noon anchor.”
Eventually during that year, Laurie was
promoted as an evening anchor. She was also
given opportunities to anchor in other parts of
Texas. Television news stations from Lubbock, El
Paso and Tyler initiated job offers. Salazar chose to
go with NBC affiliate,

KETK-TV, as a weekend evening anchor in
Tyler.
The week before Salazar was ready to leave for
KETK’s offer, she came back to the Valley to visit
and ended up landing a job with News Channel 5,
as a morning reporter. She worked in that position
for a little over a year, but she yearned for an
anchor position. Salazar realized that she had to
leave the Valley, but chose a job in close proximity
to home.
“I wanted an anchor position and to stay near
the Valley.
I applied
in Corpus
Christi for
for an
evening
anchor
position
for a NBC
channel,”
Salazar
added.
Salazar
realizes
the luck
that she’s
had in the
television
news
world,
because
she
always
got hired
for every
news job position that she wanted. Eventually she
ended coming back to Channel 5 as the morning
and noon anchor in the beginning of 2001.
“[Channel 5]
is such a good
station to work
for, the
management
treats you like
family. That is
why [reporters
and anchors] stay
here so long.”
When Salazar
was in college,
she started her
step into the
television news
business
interning as an
associate
producer for the
CBS-affiliated
KGBT-TV Team

TALKING TO THE STARS— Television anchor Laurie Salazar, an ex-Bronc, interviews
Edward James Olmos (left), and U.S. Sen. Kay Bailey Hutchison (above). She is shown at
her college graduation with her parents (below) in 1996, and with co-anchor Brady Douglas
on the Fox news set (bottom of page).

4 News.
“[During
college] I
interned at
channel 4. I
ran the
teleprompter
and
answered
phones. Later
I became an
AP [associate
producer] on
weekends,”
Salazar said.
“It was timeconsuming,
but it was
definitely a
good eyeopener. It
was worth
the
experience.”
At UTPA,
Salazar was involved with various organizations.
She was a member of the Blazer dance team and
one of the editors for the first issue of the
Panorama magazine. She held several part-time
jobs while attending school and also competed in
several beauty pageants, winning titles of Miss
Hidalgo County USA and Miss South Texas USA.
“I competed in Miss Texas USA both in 1994
and 1997,” Salazar said. “[Competing] has helped
me to be a public speaker.”
Salazar added that competing also helped keep
her informed about current events.
“You have to know your stand on community
and world issues,” Salazar said. “It has taught me
to be well-rounded, knowledgeable and social. A
beauty queen is not just a pretty face, she has to be
professional.”
Salazar said she has gained a strong journalistic
edge through her experiences as an anchor. It has
been a learning experience and taught Salazar to
expand the boundaries of knowledge on every
aspect of life.
“You have to know everything. How school
board meetings work, the way courts work, border
issues, health issues, and laws. You need to know

how to research [all subjects]as a reporter and
anchor,” Salazar said.
Salazar’s advice to those pursuing a career in
broadcast journalism is to be well-rounded in
knowledge and the journalistic trade.
“People driven to the business are personality
driven and they are not shy people. Some
think it is only about appearance, but it is so
much more,” Salazar said. “It is about looking
professional. It is about being a journalist.”
When Salazar is not delivering early morning
news, she keeps herself busy with various
organizations. She is a board member for CASA
(Court Appointed Special Advocate)
for abused and neglected children, a committee
member for Miss Rio Grande Valley USA pageant
system. She is also a member of the Provisional
Class Junior League for McAllen.
According to the KRGV web site, Laurie’s
journalistic achievements include being named the
2000 Hispanic Women of the Year in the Media by
the American G.I. Forum in Corpus Christi. She
was selected as the regional media winner that
same year for advocating the Child Protective
Services Adoption Program in Texas.
Salazar’s co-workers feel that she has reached
the top and will continue to strive to become the
best in the television news world.
Letty Valadez-Garza, who has been with News
Channel 5 for 20 years, is Salazar’s mentor, and
says that the UTPA ex has proven herself in the
business.
“Laurie has taken everything she learned at
school and through her personal activities
[pageants] combined a complete package to create
the professional woman that she is today,”
Valadez-Garza said. “She is the epitome of beauty
and brains.”
News Channel 5 reporter Kristine Galvan said
Salazar is ambitious and hardworking.
“Laurie is a very hard worker, she knows what
she wants in her career. She is very careerminded.”
Salazar said her goals as a professional
journalist will not come to a halt any time soon.
She plans to try and land a job in Houston, Miami,
Dallas, or Washington D.C.
“My goals are to move up to be an evening
anchor [at Channel 5] and to one day work in a top
15 market,” Salazar said.
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A state-of-the-art media lab equipped for
multi-media presentations, graphic design and
digital photography is now available to
students, faculty and staff.
The lab, which opened Jan. 13, is located on
the third floor of the University Library.
According to Paulo Reyes, the media lab
library systems clerk, the facility contains some
of the latest hardware and software available.
The lab provides graphic- and photo-quality
printers that can print up to 13-by-19-inch
papers. A “dazzle” device and VCR are also
provided, which allow the user to convert
analog or VHS video-formatted media to a
newer, digital form, including DVD and CD.
The lab is also furnished with zip, DVD, and
CD drives. The scanners are high resolution
and the hardrive available can store up to 120
gigs.
“The storage capacity is absolutely huge,”
Reyes said. “It can store movies and it will
never fill up. The hardware available is
amazing and the software is a gem.”
The software includes five programs for
editing and creating movies and videos. Web
pages can be created at the lab, but cannot be
launched. There is also software available for
cropping and altering photos.
However, the lab does not provide all
supplies. Mini DV videocassettes for
camcorders, DVD+R media disks for storing
video and making DVDs, CD-R for photo and
data storage and 100 or 250 MB Zip Disk for
general storage are not supplied.
Neither is photo paper provided. Epson
paper, especially Premium Glossy or
Heavyweight Matte, is recommended when
printing photographs.
“We do provide regular paper and ink, but
unfortunately we are unable to provide
everything,” Reyes said.

The labs are intended to work in conjunction
with the media information desk, where
students, faculty, and staff can check out
camcorders and digital cameras for four-hour
periods. There are three Sony camcorders and
six Sony digital cameras available.
The lab also sponsors an orientation for the
software Powerpoint for those who are not
familiar with the program. The lab is open
Monday through Friday from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
and Saturday from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
There is always a library systems clerk
available for assistance. However, the systems
clerk is only present for technical help. The lab
complies with all copyright laws.
“I get some students wanting me to actually
help them do their project,” Reyes said. “I’m
only here for technical help on the programs
and hardware, not to do their work for them.
That is something people need to understand.”
The lab is not strictly for school-related
projects. It is also for personal use, but less
support is given to personal projects.
“I think everyone should come out here to
check out these stations,” Reyes said. “It’s a
relaxed environment. The things you can do are
amazing and it’s fun, too.”
The facility has mainly been used by
photography and graphic design students, but is
open to everyone. Sergio Villarreal, junior
graphic design major, utilizes the lab three to
four days per week.
“If it had not been for the media lab I would
have had to invest in programs and software at
home which I do not have the money for or
used the Academics Services Labs,” Villarreal
said. “Those computers are behind, though,
especially in graphic design software.”
The lab also helped Jessica Ramirez, junior
advertising/public relations major, by providing
some of the latest technology for her
photojournalism project.
“If the lab wasn’t available I would’ve just
taken pictures on a regular camera and taken
the film to HEB,” Ramirez said. “You learn

more hands-on by using the programs at the
lab. If you decide to become a photojournalist
it’s an insight on developing pictures with
modern technology.”
Villarreal also felt that the lab betters his
education he is receiving, along with saving
him time.
“Not only do I get my homework done
quicker, but because the software is the latest, I
learn how to use industry-standardized
programs,” Villarreal said. “That will help my
career in the future.”
Besides learning, Ramirez felt more
accomplished by using the lab for her
photography project.
“I feel more pride in my project because I
took the time to go and digitally develop the
pictures myself,” Ramirez said. “I did my
whole project myself from beginning to end
instead of having someone else develop my
pictures at a store.”
The media lab, camcorders, and digital
cameras were all funded by the grant,
Telecommunication Infrastructure Fund that the
library received in August of 2001. The grant is
awarded by the state of Texas to public schools
and universities to use for technology.
“The money for grants are taken out of
Texans home and cell phone bills,” explained
Virginia Haynie Gause, systems librarian.
“They charge about fifty cents and the money
goes to the grants.”
The library was given $290,391 to be spent
in one year on things directly used by library
patrons. Some of the other items purchased
include computers, wireless laptops (which can
be checked out and used anywhere in the
library), three network centers, and better
Internet capabilities.
“All the things bought will directly benefit
all library users, which are mainly students,”
Gause said.
“The library offers better technology now
and UTPA students can do more than just
Powerpoint.”

Griffith, Director of Institutional Research said
that statistic is misinterpreted. She said that the
statistic given was only a small representation
of the entire freshman class at UTPA.
“It [the statistic] is wrong because it’s like
saying how many men are on campus, or
women, or minorities. It singles out a particular
group of people instead of the entire picture,”
Griffith said.
In actuality, this case of the 88.7 percent
shows the increase of students enrolling at
UTPA as enrolling freshmen of the Fall 2002
semester. In other words, almost 90 percent of
those students returned for the next semester. In
contrast, Llanes and Salinas’ work shows the
graduation rate of students over a 10-year
period of time.
So there is good news in a short-term view,
despite the misunderstanding. Whether the
figures eventually represent a higher
retention/graduation rate over a longer period of
time remains to be seen. The principals
involved are joining forces to get to the bottom
of what retention rates mean and how to
improve them.
“Dr. Griffith is interested in working with
him [Salinas] to improve the retention rate,”
Llanes said. Griffith is currently working on the
summary of the study.
“The study Dr. Salinas conducted is

fascinating, since he tracked a cohort for 10
years,” Griffith states in her summary. “It is rare
in institutional research that an entire cohort, not
a sample, is targeted; rarer still that they are
tracked for a decade.”
The study began in 1992 and finally
completed last year. Results showed that the
students had taken five distinctive paths. A total
of 573 (40 percent) of the 1,425 first-time fulltime entering freshman, graduated from UTPA;
127 (9 percent) had transferred to and graduated
from either another 4-year institution; 69 (5
percent) were still enrolled, and 656 (46
percent) had not received a degree and were not
registered at UTPA in the Fall 2001 semester.
“This study gives us a picture of how
successful students are who begin at UTPA,”
Griffith said. “Based on these data, the UTPA
1992 cohort 10-year graduation rate, was
actually 49 percent.”
It is not easy to predict from the beginning,
which students will be persisters and which will
be nonpersisters. According to the article by
Llanes and Salinas, academic indicators are not
accurate predictors of who will be a persisters,
and often offer confusing data.
“The academic indicators (ACT, Texas
Assessment of Skills Program, and so forth) of
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Tennis teams taking different paths

Broncs riding two-match win streak, while Lady Broncs
in midst of three-match losing skid
By MATT LYNCH
The Pan American

Tricky retention rates studied
By CELESTE TELLO AND CLARISSA
MARTINEZ
The Pan American
Despite figures that appear to argue to the
contrary, a recent scholarly publication indicates
that the university’s retention rate is still not at a
respectable level.
Dr. Jose Llanes, full professor of educational
leadership studies at UTPA, helped to write and
publish an article in the January 2003 issue of
the Journal of Hispanic Higher Education. The
article was titled “Student Attrition, Retention,
and Persistence: The Case of the University of
Texas-Pan American.”
Llanes collaborated with Dr. Alfredo Salinas,
a recent graduate of the educational leadership
doctoral program. The study of a cohort group
of entering freshmen from 1992 had significant
findings.
“Out of 1,425 students that were entering
freshmen in 1992, the cohort, about 947 are
classified as nonpersisters,” Llanes said.
The persisters typically graduate with a BA in
six years or less. Nonpersisters are defined as
those who leave the system or do not graduate
in less than six years.
This contradicts a recent university
information release that places the retention rate
at nearly 90 percent. However, Dr. Susan

See RETENTION page 4
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SERVICE: Kathryn Waslen serves to a St. Mary’s opponent last week.

Following last week’s sweep
of St. Mary’s University at the
Cox Tennis Courts, the
University of Texas-Pan
American men’s and women’s
tennis teams went in two
different directions during
recent competition.
After beating St. Mary’s 5-2
last Wednesday, the Lady
Broncs (2-8) went on to drop
three straight contests, falling 43 to Texas A&M-Corpus Christi
on Friday and 4-3 to Southern
and 4-2 to Sam Houston State
on Saturday.
UTPA fell behind early
against TAMU-CC as the
Islanders swept the Lady
Broncs in the doubles portion of
the event. Although the Lady
Broncs attempted a late rally in
the singles competition, UTPA
could only muster wins at the
first, fourth and sixth singles
positions. Senior Elisabet
Mateos earned a point for
UTPA at number one singles
with a 6-0, 6-4 win over Felice
Sanchez, while sophomore Ana
Pena notched another point for
UTPA at number the number
four spot by beating Jessica
Martinez 6-0, 7-5. Junior Julie
Fife picked up the last point for
the Lady Broncs at the number
six spot with a 6-0, 6-3
pounding of Kelsey Gist.
The Lady Broncs followed
their three-point performance
against TAMU-CC with another
4-3 loss to Southern on
Saturday. After once again
falling behind early by losing
the doubles point, UTPA nearly
recovered from the deficit by
picking up three singles points
at the first, third and sixth
positions.
Mateos picked up her second
singles win of the road trip with
a 6-4, 4-4 victory over Ariona
Marshall at the number one

spot, while freshman Laura
Boskovich earned another point
for the Lady Broncs with a 6-4,
6-2 win over Kelly Nabors at
the third position. Junior Alana
Breen picked up the last UTPA
score by gutting out a 6-7, 6-1,
(10-7) win over Jennifer Floyd.
The Lady Broncs have fewer
fond memories to recall of their
encounter with Sam Houston
State, as UTPA mustered wins
at only the fifth and sixth
singles spots en route to a 4-2
loss. Fife earned one point for
the Lady Broncs with a 6-0, 36, (10-6) victory over Jennifer
Pechal at the fifth spot, and
Junior Jessica Brown recorded
the other UTPA point by
blanking Shanna Elias 6-0, 6-0
at the sixth position.
The Lady Broncs return to
action Feb. 23, when they face
Southwest Texas State at San
Marcos at noon.
MEN
Following last week’s 7-0
drubbing of St. Mary’s last
week, the Broncs picked up
their second-straight win with a
4-3 victory over TAMU-CC on
Saturday.

After falling behind early in
the match by losing two of the
three doubles matches, UTPA
rebounded with four singles
victories to earn the come-frombehind win. Junior Tom
Mangelschots picked up the
first singles win for the Broncs
at second singles with a
comeback 2-6, 6-4, 6-3 win
over Luis Moris.
Although senior Matt Gower
fell 6-0, 6-2 to Goncalo
Figueiredo at the third singles
position, UTPA responded with
three-straight wins at the fourth
through sixth singles spots.
Sophomore Jeremy Salvo
picked up a win at the fourth
spot with a 7-6 (5), 6-4 victory
over Shahzeb Niazi at number
four, and freshman Oliver Steil
tied the team competition at 3-3
with a 6-4, 6-1 win over David
Plasencia at the fifth singles
position. Freshman Nik Porter
completed the comeback win
for the Broncs by recording a 64, 6-4 victory over Loren
Collins at the sixth spot.
The Broncs open their
Southland Conference schedule
Feb. 23 when they travel to San
Antonio to face Southeastern
Louisiana at 10 p.m.

Upcoming schedule
Men’s

Women’s

2/23 Broncs vs. Southeastern
Louisiana at San Antonio - 10 a.m.
2/27 Broncs vs. Laredo Col. - 3 p.m.
3/7 Broncs at Air Force - 9 a.m.
3/8 Broncs vs. Idaho State at Colorado
Springs - 9 a.m.
3/17 Broncs vs. Cameron at San
Antonio - 1 p.m.
3/20 Broncs vs. Vermont at San
Antonio - 9 a.m.

2/23 Lady Broncs at SWT - noon
2/27 Lady Broncs vs. Laredo Col. - 1 p.m.
3/2 Lady Broncs vs. LA-Monroe - 1 p.m.
3/7 Lady Broncs vs. Idaho State - 7 p.m.
3/8 Lady Broncs vs. Wyoming - 6 p.m.
3/9 Lady Broncs vs. Air Force - 5 p.m.
3/10 Lady Broncs vs. Southern Utah 10 a.m.
3/17 Lady Broncs vs. Cameron at San
Antonio - 1 p.m.
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SWING: Matt Gower hits a warm-up serve against St. Mary’s.
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Lady Broncs
rock IPFW

UTPA picks up fifth win of season behind
strong 44-point second half output

Williams contributed 11 to close to
within 13 points of second place on
UTPA’s all-time women’s
basketball scoring list that’s
An energized University of
occupied by former scoring leader,
Texas-Pan American women’s
Becky Dube, with 1,140 points.
basketball team scored 44 points in
"We executed, we ran the ball,
the second half to win a rematch
we pushed the ball and Amanda
against Indiana-Purdue-Fort Wayne
Carlow just pushed us and got us
71-57 before a faithful crowd of
down the floor," said Arriola. "We
300 at the Fieldhouse Tuesday
have three more games and we’re
night.
going to push and fight until we get
The Lady Broncs snapped a fivethose three victories like we did
game losing streak to improve 5-20
today."
on the season while IPFW dropped
"Amanda
to 9-17 with
carried the
the loss.
team on her
The 71back,” said
point output
We played to win
interim head
was a seasoncoach Tracy
high for the
today, which is a
Anderson.
Lady Broncs
little different than
"She refused to
who lost to
let us lose
the
our
past
couple
of
tonight and our
Mastodons,
kids joined the
64-57, on
games where we
wagon."
Feb. 13 at the
played not to lose
The Lady
Gates Sports
Broncs jumped
Center in Fort
- Tracy Anderson, interim head coach
out to a 20-10
Wayne, Ind.
lead with 9:54
Junior
to play in the
guard Amanda
first half. But that’s when IPFW
Carlow sparked the Lady Broncs in
picked up the pace and increased
the second half and sophmore
the pressure on Pan Am, forcing
Jennifer Arriola scored a careerhigh 17 points to lead a rejuvenated several turnovers, especially under
the basket where the Mastodons
Pan Am squad over IPFW. The
had virtually neutralized the
Ladies held a 50-33 rebounding
orange-and-green offense.
edge.
IPFW erased UTPA’s lead in less
Senior Alex Gravel scored 15
than six minutes to take a 26-22
points to increase her career and
edge with 4:28 to play in the half.
school record leading point total to
Pan Am recovered a little in the
1,172 while posting a doubleclosing minutes to cut the
double for the first time in her
See LADY BRONCS page 14
college career. Senior Naima
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American

“

“
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SHOOTING: Jennifer Piwonka shoots over two IPFW defenders in Tuesday night’s game at the Fieldhouse.

TAMUCC rolls over Broncs, ends win streak
Islander forward Corey Lamkin scores 18
as four-game UTPA win streak snapped
By ED CHRNKO
The Pan American
The Texas A&M-Corpus
Christi Islanders put an end to
the University of Texas-Pan
American men’s basketball
team’s four-game winning streak,
58-54, before 2,720 charged up
fans at the Fieldhouse Saturday
night.

The hard-fought loss dropped
the Broncs to 9-18 on the season,
8-2 at home, while the Islanders
improved to 10-14 after winning
for only the third time in the last
seven games.
Islander forward Corey
Lamkin notched a double-double
with 18 points and 14 rebounds
to lead TAMUCC over UTPA.
Bronc junior forward Prince

Thompson scored 17 points in a
losing effort for the orange-andgreen.
The game was marred by
several fouls that resulted in the
Islanders hitting 10 of 16 free
throws, factoring heavily in the
final score.
“We got into foul trouble
early,” said Thompson. “We tried
to stop them from getting to the
free throw line. We were talking
about it in practice all week.
They’re a good team and they
love to get up to the line.”

Pan Am started off the game
by going on an 8-0 run that was
sparked by 6-foot-5 Allen
Holcomb who scored six of the
eight points. TAMUCC
responded with a 21-9 run that
put the Islanders ahead 21-17
with 7:25 to play in the first half.
The Broncs composed
themselves and finished out the
first half by outscoring the
Islanders 16-8 to take a 33-29
halftime lead into half time.
Thompson led the Bronc surge
with nine points.

In the second half, both teams
battled back and forth for the
lead during the first 10 minutes,
but TAMUCC finally took over
the lead for good at 9:11 on a
layup by 6-foot guard Brian
Evans to put the Islanders ahead
44-43.
Evans’ score sparked a 9-0
TAMUCC run that gave them a
53-43 advantage with 3:27 left to
play in the second half.
However, UTPA didn’t just sit
around and let loss number 18

See BRONCS page 14
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■ LEADERSHIP
CONFERENCE
SATURDAY

Molly Ivins is the
keynote speaker for the
2nd Annual Student
Leadership Conference
set to take place
Saturday, Feb. 22 at the
Student Union Theater.
Starting at 8 a.m. with
registration and a
continental breakfast,
the conference runs
until 5:30 p.m. It is
intended to provide
leadership training for
current UTPA
members of the
Student Leadership
Program, as well as for
high school students
who have displayed
tremendous leadership
abilities and wish to
enhance their skills.
The theme of the
conference is titled
“Journey To Higher
Education,” and the allday event includes
interaction between
various student leaders
through participation
in hands-on
workshops. There are
also presentations by
guest speakers who are
experts in their
respective fields.
Dr. Salma Ghanem,
chair of the department
of communication, said
that the featured guest
is an interesting news
commentator and a
great speaker.
“This is a wonderful
opportunity for
someone such as Molly
Ivins to speak, a person
of such caliber,” said
Ghanem. “This is a
wonderful event and
there should be many
more like this one.
Whether you agree or
disagree with her
views, she would still
be a speaker worth
watching.”
- Ronald Claflin

Willacy County

By CLARISSA MARTINEZ
The Pan American

Special to The Pan American

ALL HAIL— Homecoming King Joshua A. Caesar (left) and Queen Adelle Clinton pose in the Fieldhouse last
week after becoming royalty for the school’s first court in almost a decade.

Homecoming tradition
renewed after hiatus

By ARIANNA VAZQUEZ
The Pan American

Bronc-o-Days came and went, but
the memories have stayed with those
organizations which participated, and
with the new homecoming court.
After doing away with homecoming
festivities in 1996, the university last
week renewed that tradition by
crowning a court.
This year's new Bronc-o-King and
Queen are Joshua A. Caesar from the
Delta Upsilon Fraternity, and Adele
Clinton from the Kappa Delta Chi
Sorority. Bronc-o-Prince and
Princess are Omar J. Garza from Tau
Kappa Epsilon Fraternity, and Naima
Williams from the Lady Broncs
basketball team. Bronc-o-Dutch and

Duchess are Carlos Rios from the
Student Government Association,
and Erica Diaz representing the PreLaw Society.
The new members of the court are
not alone. The king and queen of
1996 were also among the
participants in these years' festivities.
The 1996 king and queen, Rene
Cantu and Iris Sosa, were among
those who assisted Saturday at the
Fieldhouse. They were invited by the
United Student Organization Council
(USOC) to be part of Bronc-o-Days
and give away their crowns to the
new winners.
Former king Cantu was very
excited and very proud of the
members that put it together.
“I understand this is a tradition that

had died out, and now they are
continuing it,” Cantu said.” “I am
excited to be back and be part of this
tradition again after being elected by
our student body in 1996.”
Former queen Iris Sosa also said
she got really excited and happy after
the president of USOC invited her to
attend, because she was going to live
the experience again.
“It has been seven years, and I
have done my life completely, but
when the president of the
organization invited me to come over
I wanted to cry because I can't
believe I am reliving it again,” Sosa
commented. “I am very happy they
brought the tradition back because I
think it is something that you always

See HOMECOMING page 4

In an age where individual self-esteem is
a definite focus, the increasing rate of grade
inflation in higher education is easy to
believe. More students are graduating from
college than ever before, making a college
degree seem like a necessity. But because of
the rising numbers, the quality of education
that students receive may not be of the same
quality that the college brochure may be
promising.
The term grade inflation is defined as an
upward shift in the grade-point average
without a corresponding increase in student
achievement. It also refers to the idea that
the standards in education may be declining,
and that as a result, students often receive
grades in certain courses not necessarily
because they fully earned them, but partially
because the professors have the pressure of
maintaining a high class average.
Dr. Ken Buckman of the UTPA
philosophy department feels that grade
inflation is a lie to students, telling them
they are meeting a standard which they have
not met.
“I, as do most faculty, abhor grade
inflation. It is unethical, dishonest, and
harms students most of all,” Buckman said.
“How can a student accurately assess her
own capabilities, if the professor does not
give her an accurate reflection of the degree
to which that student is demonstrating her
capacity.”
Buckman says that the problem affects
UTPA students, cheapening the process and
fosters a lie.
“If our grades are inflated and cheap, the
level of competition our students are capable
of mustering in the job market will be
eclipsed by those students from other
universities who are able to meet the rigors
and expectations of a quality university
education,” he said. “I tell my students to
find the most challenging, demanding, but
fair professors they can. Anything less hurts
the student, not the professor. The easy “A”
and the earned A look the same on a
transcript, but the capacity and ability of the
person who has earned an excellent grade in
a challenging environment is exponentially
better. An excellent education is available to
all students at UTPA. A cheap grade only
buys an illusion.”
What would Buckman say if someone
felt that his philosophy class was an easy
“A’?
“It makes me smile,” said Buckman. “I
would wonder what planet they were
coming from. Most of the students I know
don't believe philosophy to be an easy ‘A.’

See GRADES page 5

